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1984 
Caring is not old fashioned 
The ministering heart 
Jesus could have worked 
at McDonald's 
> With new hives, bee 
farmers in South Lebanon 
can double or triple honey 
production. $18 buys one 
hive. 
> MCCers in Kentucky re-
pair homes so they are 
warm, safe and dry. $300 
insulates one house; $150 
puts on a new roof; $50 
weatherizes one home. 
> MCC provides supplemen-
tary rations for "street kids" 
and women in prison in 
Ouagdougou, Burkina Faso 
(Upper Volta). MCCers plan 
literacy and other classes. 
$20 per month pays food and 
transportation for this 
program. 
> Because of Bolivia's teacher 
shortage, educators train 
local people to teach school. 
Parents pay part of the 
teacher's salaries. MCC 
contributes $25 for each 
teacher per month. 
Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street, Box M, Akron. PA 17501 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
201-1483 Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg, MB R3T 2C8 
MCC Central States 
106 West 24th Street, N. Newton, KS 67117 
MCC East Coast 
21 South 12th Street, Box M, Akron, PA 17501 
MCC Great Lakes 
Box 822, Goshen, IN 46526 
West Coast MCC 
1108 G Street, Reedley, CA 93654 
MCC Alberta 
76 Skyline Crescent N.E., Calgary, AB T2K 5X7 
MCC British Columbia 
Box 2038, Clearbrook, BC V2T 3T8 
MCC Manitoba 
101-1483 Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg, MB R3T 2C7 
MCC Ontario 
50 Kent Avenue, Kitchener, ON N2G 3R1 
MCC Saskatchewan 
2206 Speers Avenue, Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X7 
Suggestions 
for sharing 
with God ' s family 
this Thanksgiving and 
Christmas season: 
> MCC hopes to gather 
50,000 school kits for Lao-
tian children this winter. 
Write to MCC for a list of 
kit contents. 
> The Zaire Mennonite com-
munity is holding a retreat 
to train young people to 
lead Bible studies. $500 is 
needed for materials, food 
and transportation. 
> M C C U.S. provides non-
military employment train-
ing for urban youth. $2,400 
provides vocational training 
for one minority youth. 
$200 covers a youth's ex-
penses for one month. 
> Fighting in Nicaragua is 
creating food needs. $ 15 
sends a 100-pound bag of 
beans to be distributed by 
church workers. 15<t buys 
one pound of beans. 
> "Kids on the Block" is a 
troupe of puppets used to 
raise awareness of disabled 
people. An MCCer coordi-
nates the project. $600 
supports the program for a 
month; $20 for a day. 
in tljis issue... 
We introduce a new feature, "Phoebe's 
Journal," which will explore one per-
son's pilgrimage as a maturing adult, as 
a believer in Jesus Christ, as a wife and 
mother, and as an active member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
# * » 
The center spread (pages 16-17) car-
ries several photographs which give only 
a small sample of the rich fellowship 
experienced at this summer's Interna-
tional Brethren in Christ Fellowship in 
Haguenau, France. The editorial reflects 
on this experience as well. Then, on 
pages 31-32, read a brief report and a 
"perspectives" article on the XI Assem-
bly of Mennonite World Conference, 
held the following week in nearby Stras-
bourg, France. All told, about one 
hundred Brethren in Christ from around 
the world took part in one or both of 
these gatherings, each symbolizing the 
worldwide body of Christ, which trans-
cends every human boundary. 
* * * 
This is the time of year for our annual 
Visitor subscription drive. Several con-
gregations have already reported their 
decision to participate in our "every 
member" plan. This new group sub-
scription plan provides a discounted 
subscription price for those churches 
which provide the magazine to all of 
their active congregational families. 
Please take a moment to check your 
mailing label, to see when your subscrip-
tion is due. In the upper right hand 
corner, you should find several numbers. 
The first number is the month; the 
second set of numbers show the year. 
For example, 11-834 means your sub-
scription will expire with the November 
issue of 1984. 
Ask your pastor if your congregation 
has decided to participate in the "every 
member" plan this year. If not, and if 
your subscription will expire before 12-
85, please renew today—either by means 
of your church's fall Visitor campaign, 
or directly with our office. See page 23 
for more details. 
• * * 
Ruth Haskell, former missionary to 
India under Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions, notes that the poem which appears 
on page 9 is available in plaque form, 
12"xl8" framed, with non-glare glass. 
Send $12, plus $4.50 for packing and 
shipping, to Ruth Haskell, P.O. Box 23, 
Fairfield Bay, Ark. 72088. 
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Jesus could have worked 
at McDonald s 
In Tubingen, West Germany, there is 
a world famous institution. I am not 
referring to the University of Tubingen, 
with its long tradition and fine reputa-
tion. No, instead I am referring to 
McDonald's . . . America's contribu-
tion to the world of fast food cuisine! I 
ate at the McDonald's in Tubingen 
while I was visiting the university for a 
number of weeks, and it is very much 
like the McDonald's in America. The 
shop was clean, the workers were friend-
ly, the service was fast and the prices 
were reasonable. My visit to that Mc-
Donald's made me recall an old McDon-
ald's advertisement from America, "We 
do it all for you." 
Why begin an article on Mark 10:32-
45 by writing about McDonald's? Every 
day I was in Tubingen I walked down 
Wilhemstrasse and past McDonald's. 
Most days I would be thinking about 
the subject I am studying: Jesus' teach-
ing on servanthood in the Synoptic 
Gospels. One of those teachings is found 
in Mark 10:35-45. Then one day the idea 
hit me, "Jesus could have worked at 
McDonald's." 
It certainly seems as though Jesus and 
McDonald's have something in com-
mon regarding the topic of service. 
McDonald's says it exists to help you, 
the customer. Management and staff 
But there is a 
big difference between 
McDonald's and 
Jesus' vision of service. 
"For the Son of Man . . . 
came . . . to give his life 
as a ransom for many." 
work hard to provide food, a clean 
environment, and courteous, pleasant 
workers to make your visit there an 
enjoyable experience. McDonald's really 
wants us to believe that they "do it all" 
for us. 
Jesus demanded that his followers 
have a similar attitude toward life. In 
Mark 10:43-44, Jesus says, ". . . who-
ever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be slave of all." In 
other words, the true disciple of Jesus 
will "do it all" for others. 
A big difference 
At the same time, there is a big differ-
ence between McDonald's and Jesus' 
vision of service. If McDonald's works 
harder at providing good service, more 
people will eat at McDonald's. And the 
more people that eat at McDonald's, the 
more money McDonald's will make. 
Thus the restaurant will gain something 
valuable by being a servant. But Jesus 
reminds us that the person who becomes 
a servant according to his standards will 
be in a position to lose much in this 
world. And Jesus describes himself as 
the ultimate example in Mark 10:45, 
"For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many." 
The passage mentioned above is found 
in a very exciting section of Mark's 
Gospel. The verses from 8:31 to 10:52 
tell about the incidents which occurred 
on the way to Jerusalem. At this impor-
tant time in the gospel story, Jesus is at 
the height of his popularity with the 
general public. It seems Jesus' traveling 
ministry was a very popular topic of 
discussion in Galilee. But the time had 
come for Jesus to change the location of 
his work. He and his disciples were 
going to Jerusalem. 
The significance of the change in loca-
by Jay McDermond 
tion cannot be overestimated. It is like 
moving from Podunkville, U.S.A., to 
Washington, D.C. Jerusalem was where 
all the important people lived, where all 
the major decisions were made, and 
where a person had to be if he wanted to 
be influential. Exciting things would 
happen in Jerusalem. 
As the disciples traveled to the Holy 
City, no doubt they entertained such 
thoughts. They were probably like chil-
dren traveling to a park which has an 
especially good playground area. The 
trip is filled with the imagining of all the 
excitement that awaits them at their des-
tination. But what the disciples expected 
to happen in Jerusalem and what Jesus 
expected to happen were quite different. 
The trip to Jerusalem promised to be 
exciting not only because they thought 
something good was waiting for them, 
but also because they foresaw a very 
great likelihood that they would not 
receive the honor awaiting them without 
a struggle. Mark mentions that while the 
disciples traveled to the Holy City with 
Jesus, they were "astonished" and 
"afraid" (10:32). Earlier it was men-
tioned that Jesus was at the height of his 
popularity with the people. Balance this 
with the fact that he was equally unpop-
ular with the religious leaders who lived 
in Jerusalem. Mark 3:6 tells us that, 
from near the beginning of Jesus' minis-
try, the Pharisees and those who sup-
ported King Herod were planning to kill 
Jesus. The disciples knew that not ev-
eryone in Jerusalem was an avid sup-
porter of their master. They anticipated a 
confrontation and struggle between 
Jesus and his followers and those per-
sons who opposed him. And so the dis-
ciples were "afraid." Would they have 
enough support and power to be victori-
ous? Or would the religious authorities, 
backed by the power of Rome, crush 
them? 
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They were "astonished," also. The 
picture in Mark 10:32 is of Jesus eagerly 
leading his followers toward Jerusalem, 
it was traditional for a Jewish teacher to 
walk in front of his followers, so there 
seems to be more meaning implied in 
Mark's mention that Jesus led the way 
and that his disciples were "astonished." 
Quite possibly the disciples were "aston-
ished" because of Jesus' determination 
to go to Jerusalem regardless of the out-
come. They were amazed that Jesus 
could somehow not be hindered by the 
rumors of plots and intrigues which 
awaited him in the Holy City. 
But Jesus' determination to go to Jeru-
salem was not based on the illusion that 
the people of influence there would 
invite him to be the new religious or 
political leader of Israel. Jesus' motiva-
tion for the trip was not the vain hope of 
exaltation and victory. He knew what 
was waiting for him in Jerusalem—the 
city that, as Matthew 23:37 says, "Kill(s) 
the prophets and stone(s) those sent to 
[it] . . ." What Jesus expected to hap-
pen to him in Jerusalem is found in 
Mark 10:33-34, where he told his disci-
ples, "We are going up to Jerusalem 
. . . and the Son of Man will be be-
trayed to the chief priests and teachers of 
the law. They will condemn him to 
death and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on 
him, flog him, and kill him." Jesus 
expected to be rejected—and worse. He 
expected to be humiliated and even 
killed. He did not entertain visions of 
triumph and victory. And still he went 
to Jerusalem. And his disciples were 
astonished. 
Yet, we are wrong if we think Jesus 
went to Jerusalem only to be humiliated 
and killed. He went to the Holy City to 
be a servant. His humiliation and death 
were the way his service was to be car-
ried out. Mark 10:45 tells us that Jesus 
saw his purpose and work as that of a 
servant. He was not born to be served, 
but to serve. And his service was of a 
special nature. His service was "to give 
his life as a ransom for many." 
The word Mark uses for "ransom" is 
used only twice in the New Testament 
(here and in Matthew 20:28). In classical 
Greek, this word was used to describe 
the price paid for the release of a captive. 
In the business documents of the ancient 
world, the same word is used to denote 
the fee paid when a slave was set free. In 
other words, Jesus saw his service in 
terms of giving his life as the price to be 
paid in order that people might be set 
free. The now-understood nature of that 
October 1984 5 
freedom is humanity's freedom from sin 
and death. What Jesus expected to 
happen in Jerusalem involved no shal-
low, McDonald's understanding of ser-
vice. Jesus gave his all. He "did it all for 
us," and did not render this service for 
personal gain. When he told his disciples 
this, they were astonished. 
Perhaps their astonishment also re-
sulted from their concept of service, 
which was much closer to McDonald's 
than it was to Jesus. The disciples' true 
spirits are revealed in Mark 10:35-45. 
There, James and John went to Jesus to 
make a special request. At first, their 
approach was very general. "Teacher, 
we want you to do for us whatever we 
ask." Jesus was wise to ask what they 
wanted before he agreed to grant their 
request. James and John wanted places 
of honor, the seats on Jesus' right and 
left, when he came into his glory as the 
new leader of Israel. They were seeking 
positions of power and influence when 
Jesus became victorious after the con-
frontation in Jerusalem. (When Jesus 
became President, they wanted to be 
Vice President and the Speaker of the 
House.) As Peter said in a few verses 
before, "We have left everything to fol-
low you!" (10:28). And now as Jesus' 
ministry approached a climax, James 
and John wanted their investment to 
pay off. They wanted to be powerful, 
famous, and great. The thoughts of 
Jesus and these two disciples are very 
different indeed. 
Unfortunately, James and John were 
not very different from the other ten 
disciples. As soon as they heard of the 
brothers' request, the others became 
indignant. James and John had not sac-
rificed any more than the rest! Imagine 
them attempting to trick Jesus into giv-
ing them the most important positions 
in the new order. They had j ust as much 
right to those best positions. The disci-
ples believed that if they made some 
sacrifices here and there, and if they gave 
some good service to Jesus, they would 
sooner or later personally gain a great 
deal. 
The disciples did not understand true 
servanthood. To make this point, Jesus 
used an illustration that hit the twelve 
right between the eyes. Jesus said, "You 
know that those who are regarded as 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their high officials exercise author-
ity over them." When Jesus said that, I 
bet you could have heard a pin drop. I 
doubt if any of the disciples liked their 
Gentile rulers, the Romans. In essence, 
Jesus had just told the disciples that they 
McDonald's really wants 
us to believe that 
they "do it all" for us. 
Jesus demanded that his 
followers have a 
similar attitude 
toward life. 
were acting just like the Romans, who 
wanted to be influential, powerful, and 
have the places of honor. The disciples 
wanted to be served. They wanted to be 
great. 
Jesus went on to say, "Not so with 
you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first must be 
slave of all." If you want to be truly 
great, you must be a servant. Not only is 
the great person a servant, but the great-
est will be a slave. And not just a slave to 
one person, but a slave to everyone. This 
was the second slap in the face for the 
disciples. If you read through the Old 
Testament laws and the Jewish litera-
ture written between the time of the Old 
Testament and the New Testament, you 
will see that the Jews had a very negative 
attitude toward the enslavement of the 
Jewish people (cf. Leviticus 25:39-46). 
They believed that they were only to be 
servants and slaves to their God and not 
to any human masters. Yet, Jesus said, 
"You must be a slave to everyone." That 
was worse than saying they were acting 
like Romans. 
If the disciples wanted to be great, 
they had to put their skills, gifts, talents, 
and energies to work for other people. 
Truly great people do not expect others 
to serve them; rather, they help others. 
Really great people do not expect to 
have slaves; rather, they are slaves. 
Christ-like greatness is manifest in peo-
ple who willingly think of other people, 
and place the needs of other individuals 
above their own wants. So Jesus con-
fronted and challenged his disciples' 
misguided understanding of greatness. 
Greatness is not having people in your 
service. Greatness, according to Jesus' 
standards, is being of service to other 
people. 
Is Jesus being unreasonable? 
Does this teaching of Jesus seem 
unreasonable, harsh, and demanding to 
you? Is it unreasonable because it at-
tempts to destroy a basic human desire, 
the desire to be important or great? Is it 
harsh because people may always take 
advantage of your services? Is it demand-
ing too much to tell us we must be a 
slave to everyone? If you answered "yes" 
to those questions, please remember the 
following three points. 
Jesus does not tell us to stop seeking 
greatness. Think about Mark 10:35-45 
again. There is no place in these verses 
where Jesus says, "You must not seek to 
be great." As a matter of fact, I cannot 
recall any place in any of the Gospels 
where Jesus says, "You must not seek to 
be great." But he does say certain types 
of greatness are not good and therefore 
not to be the goal of his followers. Jesus' 
disciples are not to seek the greatness 
that often is associated with political 
leaders. Frequently, these people become 
leaders not because they wish to serve 
and benefit humanity, but because their 
egos drive them to seek fame and power. 
They love themselves. They wish to be 
served. They do not care about serving 
other people. Jesus says, in essence, "If 
you want to be great, no problem. But 
beware of what you think greatness is." 
Jesus would say, "If you want to be 
great, be great by putting the needs of 
other people at the top of your list of 
what is important in life. Work as hard 
as you wish at being great. But make 
sure your work is benefitting other peo-
ple and not just your own selfish ambi-
tion." Jesus does not ask us to give up 
the desire to be great, but he does rule 
out some types of greatness and calls for 
other types. 
Second, Jesus warns us that his way 
may sometimes be difficult. If we accept 
Jesus' call regarding true greatness, we 
must also recognize that this is not 
always a smooth and easy way of living. 
It can be harsh. Jesus gives us the whole 
story. He does not tell us only the pleas-
ant part and forget to mention the less-
than-pleasant elements. When James 
and John made their special request of 
Jesus, he replied, "You don't know what 
you are asking. Can you drink the cup I 
drink or be baptized with the baptism I 
am baptized with?" 
In the Old Testament, "the cup" is a 
symbol of both joy (Psalms 23:5 and 
116:13) and suffering (Isaiah 51:17-22, 
Jeremiah 25:15-28 and Ezekiel 23:31-
34). Certainly Jesus used "the cup" here 
as a symbol of the suffering he would 
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face. The same imagery is associated 
with baptism. Although baptism is not 
used in the Old Testament as it is in the 
New Testament, water was often sym-
bolic of calamity (Psalms 42:7; 69:2; 15 
and Isaiah 43:2). Jesus did not fail to 
point out that if his disciples wanted to 
share in his glory and greatness, they 
must share in his suffering. We cannot 
have one without the other. They are 
two sides of one coin. 
Third, despite the difficulty, there is 
consolation in the fact that Jesus does 
not ask more from us than he, himself, 
was willing to give. None of us will ever 
face what Jesus faced when he gave his 
life as a service to humanity. Very few, if 
any, of us will ever have to experience 
any suffering, for the sake of service, 
which could begin to compare to what 
Jesus experienced. If he so willingly gave 
all he had, why can we not willingly give 
of ourselves for other people? Is it too 
much to ask that we think of the needs 
of the other person and not ourselves? Is 
it so difficult to take on the role of a 
servant and slave in light of what Jesus 
has done on our behalf? 
In our world today 
What can this call to servanthood and 
slavery mean in our world which does 
not relate easily to those terms? Are we 
to conclude that the idea of servanthood 
is outdated and irrelevant to the modern 
world? This certainly is not the case. The 
problem is that today's perception of 
service is much like the Gentile rulers' 
understanding, but far from Jesus' vision. 
Remember, McDonald's still serves you, 
the customer. And many other people 
offer their services: mechanic, the 
plumber, the doctor, the farmer, the 
teacher. The idea of service is just as 
common today as it was in Jesus' day. 
In today's world there are many peo-
ple who want to be like Caesar Augus-
tus, Tiberius, or Pontius Pilate; but not 
many want to be like Jesus. There are 
many companies and countries that 
want to be like the Roman Empire; but 
not many want to be like the early Chris-
tian Church. Even many Christians and 
churches want to be like Caesar and 
Rome. There are McDonald's every-
where; but it is difficult to find a servant 
like Jesus. 
Partly because of this rejection of true 
servanthood, the world is in a terrible 
state. Many people consider only their 
potential benefit before offering assist-
ance to another. Much work is done not 
because it is the proper and right thing 
to do, but because it may be a "good 
investment" for the future when work 
may be done in return. People are 
simply too concerned with themselves 
and their wants to think about service to 
other people, let alone actually reaching 
out and helping another individual. 
The world today needs good Chris-
tian servants. It does not need more of 
the same type of servants it has already. 
And it does not need Christian servants 
merely because so many people want to 
be served. The world needs Christian 
servants who will show the true nature 
of service and thereby reflect Jesus. The 
world needs a way out of the quagmire 
of bondage in which it finds itself. Only 
the true servant can release people from 
enslavement. Jesus wants and needs to 
use us in bringing freedom to those who 
are in bondage to themselves and their 
sin. He wants us to serve his purpose, 
which is to set people free for fellowship 
with God. 
How can we be good servants? Must 
we find new jobs which are somehow 
more "servant-like"? No. Our lives and 
jobs are already bringing us into contact 
with people who need to be served and 
who need to see how a real servant acts. 
We do not need a new audience in order 
to be a Christian servant. But we do 
need to be obedient to our Master, who 
has proven himself as the one true ser-
vant. If we know and follow the way of 
Jesus, willingly submit to his vision of 
servanthood, and give ourselves to his 
control, then he will make us sensitive to 
those around us who are in need of ser-
vice. He will enable us to be first his 
slaves and then slaves to all. 
In conclusion, let us remember as we 
begin each new day that we are not to 
stop seeking greatness. Our greatness is 
to be found in Christ-like service, not 
McDonald's-like service. We are asked 
to be servants in a world which desper-
ately needs Christian servants and ser-
vice. But we are not asked to give more 
than Jesus himself willingly gave. 
Jay McDermond is in a doctoral program 
in New Testament theology at the University 
of Durham, Durham, England. 
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ministering 
heart 
We who claim the name of Christ 
have two distinct options. One is to cul-
tivate a small heart. If our ambition is to 
avoid troubles and sorrows we should 
hold back from entangling relationships, 
and forget about noble ideals. That is 
the safest way. 
The other option is to open ourselves 
to others, to become susceptible to the 
gamut of sorrows about which a shriv-
eled heart knows nothing. 
A sentence in the diary of James Gil-
mour, pioneer missionary to Mongolia, 
must have been written in blood. The 
words were penned late in Gilmour's 
life, after many years of missionary 
work: "In the shape of converts, I have 
seen no results. I have not, as far as I am 
aware, seen anyone who even wanted to 
be a Christian" (Clyde E. Fant, Jr. and 
William M. Pinson, Jr. eds. Twenty 
Centuries of Great Preaching, Word, 
Vol. 8, p. 76). 
These painful words would never 
have been written if James Gilmour had 
not decided to go for it all and give his 
life in service to Christ. If he had never 
set out for Mongolia, he would not have 
found himself in this position of appar-
ent failure and deep disappointment. 
When we enlarge our hearts, and cul-
tivate ministering spirits, we increase 
potential for pain. You may have already 
experienced this kind of hurt because of 
deep commitment on your part. You 
pursued high ideals, you gave yourself 
to others, and your vulnerability left you 
prey to sorrows that you could have 
avoided had you not opened your heart. 
Little hearts, though they seem safe 
and protected, never contribute. No one 
benefits from their restricted sympathies 
and limited vision. Ministering hearts, 
while vulnerable, know the most joy. 
They leave their imprint on the world. 
The choice is ours. Cultivate deafness, 
and we will never hear the discords of 
life, but neither will we hear the glorious 
strains of a great symphony. Cultivate 
blindness, and we will never see the ugly, 
but neither will we see the beauty of 
God's creation. Cultivate a small heart 
and sailing may be smooth, but we will 
not know the "heady winds"—the Holy 
Spirit working. We will not see lives 
change. 
We have only to read our newspapers 
to know the need for ministering, caring 
hearts. If, in response to need, you are 
feeling those strange and terrifying stir-
rings of soul, if you are facing the deci-
sion of whether to open your heart or 
close it, the story of our Lord and the 
woman at the well may be for you. 
Ministering When Tired 
He left Judea, and departed 
again into Galilee. And He had to 
pass through Samaria. So He came 
to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, 
near the parcel of ground that 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph; and 
Jacob's well was there. Jesus there-
fore, being weariedfrom His jour-
ney, was sitting thus by the well. It 
was about the sixth hour (John 
4:3-6). 
As Jesus and His disciples journeyed 
northward, they came to Jacob's well 
near Sychar. Because it was noontime, 
the disciples went into town to buy food 
while Jesus sat by the well. He reacted as 
any exhausted man would, and dropped 
down to rest. The phrase "was sitting 
thus" (v.6) indicates that He sat down 
just as He was, like a tired man collapses 
after a hard day's work. 
As we read the Gospels, we see that 
Jesus could hardly find two minutes to 
put together. He had to steal away to 
by R. Kent Hughes 
avoid the press of people. The multi-
tudes wanted His help. The disciples 
constantly asked Him questions, and He 
needed to minister to them. He surely 
experienced mental and physical weari-
ness. 
Jesus may have closed His eyes as He 
reclined by the well, but when He heard 
approaching footsteps He looked up 
and saw the Samaritan woman. It would 
have been so easy for Him to rationalize, 
"I have been ministering to hundreds, 
and I am tired. I am a Jew and she is a 
Samaritan. I am a man and she is a 
woman. There are plenty of reasons not 
to talk to her. I need to relax." 
That option was open to Jesus, but 
He didn't take it. He chose to minister to 
the heart of this woman even though He 
was near exhaustion. 
A ministering heart carries on when it 
is at the edge of its capacity. Oswald 
Sanders wrote, "The world is run by 
tired men" (Spiritual Leadership, Moody 
Press, p. 108). Notwithstanding the fact 
that we need to take care of ourselves, I 
believe this is true. Author Ann Ortlund 
noted, "Nowhere in the Bible are we told 
to slow down and take it easy." We are 
to press on. We are not to be weary in 
well-doing. We are to run the good race. 
Rest and recreation must not be prior-
ities. 
Most souls are won for Christ by 
tired people. 
The best sermons are preached by 
tired men. 
The best camps are run by ex-
hausted youth ministers. 
The world is being evangelized by 
tired missionaries. 
Christian organizations are being 
run by tired people. 
The best Vacation Bible Schools 
are taught by tired women. 
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"Playing hurt" is an expression in the 
sports world. An athlete who endures 
and achieves his potential is one who 
learns to play with injuries. While I am 
not advocating playing while physically 
injured, in spiritual realities we need to 
learn to carry on when we don't feel like 
it. It has been my experience that the 
times I have been most used, I was at the 
point of exhaustion. We will never do 
great things for God until we learn to 
minister when we have tired hearts. 
The Apostle Paul wrote of his own 
ministry: "For you recall, brethren, our 
labor and hardship, how working night 
and day so as not to be a burden to any 
of you, we proclaimed to you the Gospel 
of God" (1 Thes. 2:9). 
Paul constantly worked to proclaim 
the Gospel. When he presented his cre-
dentials to the Corinthian church, he 
talked about the 195 lashes he had 
received, about the shipwrecks, the ston-
ings, and the dangers he had endured (2 
Cor. 11). What amazes me the most are 
these words: 
Apart from such external things, 
there is the daily pressure on me of 
concern for all the churches. Who 
is weak, without my being weak? 
Who is led into sin without my 
intense concern? (2 Cor. 11:28-29) 
Paul gave his all in the service of 
Christ. 
Martin Luther said he worked so 
hard that at night he literally fell into 
We have the option 
of opening ourselves 
to others, to become 
susceptible to the 
gamut of sorrows 
about which a 
shriveled heart 
knows nothing. 
bed. In one account of his life, it says he 
did not change his bed for a year. Now 
that is being tired! 
D. L. Moody's bedtime prayer on one 
occasion was, "Lord, I am tired. Amen." 
Calvin's biographers marveled at his 
output. John Wesley rode sixty to sev-
enty miles a day and preached an aver-
age of three sermons a day. 
When Alexander Maclaren went into 
his study, he took off his slippers and 
put on working boots, because he knew 
that a minister of God is to be a working 
man. 
Because our Lord worked hard, He 
was weary, and yet He went on minister-
ing. His example calls us to go for it all, 
to expand our hearts, and by doing so, 
to become more vulnerable to pain and 
disappointment. 
Overcoming Barriers 
There came a woman of Sa-
maria to draw water. Jesus said to 
her, "Give Me a drink." For His 
disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food. The Samaritan 
woman therefore said to Him, 
"How is it that You, being a Jew, 
ask me for a drink since I am a 
Samaritan woman?" (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
(John 4:7-9) 
The bitter hatred between the Jews 
and Samaritans was of long standing. In 
721 B.C., the Assyrians swept through 
the Northern Kingdom of Israel and 
took the inhabitants to Assyria. During 
the years of captivity, the Jews intermar-
ried with the Assyrians and the Cuthites. 
In 587 B.C., Babylon took captive the 
people of Judah, the Southern King-
dom, but they did not intermarry in 
Babylon and when these Jews returned 
to their homes they were still of unadul-
terated Jewish blood, unlike the people 
of the north. As a result, the people of 
Judah refused to accept their northern 
kinsmen. Both sides developed an im-
placable hatred for the other. 
The Jewish rabbis said, "Let no man 
eat the bread of the Cuthites (the Samar-
itans), for he who eats their bread is as 
he who eats swine's flesh." A popular 
prayer in those days went something like 
this: "And Lord, do not remember the 
Samaritans in the resurrection." 
Caring is not old fashioned 
But old fashioned caring is 
The soul portrayed; 
Hands displaying images from within 
Reaching out in tenderness, 
With attention given 
When they mention a need: 
A straw to hold, 
To help them walk, 
To listen to, indeed, 
To let them cry. 
It is a cover to smooth 
Or slightly to move 
The pillow in any direction; 
To bring the right touch, 
To ease a bunch of lumpiness 
To make the correction. 
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Or to lift their heels 
With fingers deftly, 
The extremities the better with skill; 
To make comfortable their body 
And abate the tenseness, 
And quietness their mind will tranquil. 
Or it is just wanting to be near 
Where someone can hear 
The feel of the touch of your hand 
Smoothing the hair 
And wiping the tear 
From dimming eyes 
Yielding to the gentle magic / 
Of old fashioned caring. 
Ruth Haskell 
© 1983 
At the well of Sychar Jesus disre-
garded this long-standing barrier and 
spoke to a Samaritan, and another bar-
rier by talking with a woman. Strict 
rabbis forbade other rabbis to greet a 
woman in public. Some Pharisees, called 
"bruised and bleeding Pharisees" cov-
ered their eyes when they saw a woman 
in public and then bumped into walls 
and houses as they walked about. 
Jesus not only spoke to the woman, 
but He asked to use her drinking uten-
sil—and thereby became defiled. Just 
how extraordinary His request was, is 
underlined by Alexander Maclaren's 
description of the surroundings: 
When these words were spoken, 
the then-known civilized world was 
cleft by great, deep gulfs of separa-
tion, like the crevasses in a glacier, 
by the side of which our racial 
animosities and class differences 
are merely superficial cracks on 
the surface. Language, religion, 
national animosities, differences 
of condition, and saddest of all, 
difference of sex, split the world 
up into alien fragments. A "stran-
ger" and an "enemy" were ex-
pressed in one language, by the 
same word. The learned and the 
unlearned, the slave and his mas-
ter, the barbarian and the Greek, 
the man and the woman, stood on 
opposite sides of the gulfs, flinging 
hostility across. . . . Then the ben-
efits of the Gospel came! Then 
"the Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
and free, male and female, Jew 
and Greek, learned and ignorant," 
clasped hands and sat down at one 
table, and felt themselves "all one 
in Christ Jesus." They were ready 
to break all bonds (Expositions of 
Holy Scripture, Baker, Vol. 11, 
pp. 227-228). 
When the ancient world saw this, it 
accused the Christians of sorcery be-
cause it could not understand this bridg-
ing of barriers. The great glory of the 
church is that the Gospel crosses bar-
riers. 
It is in vogue today to insist that likes 
win likes. That doctors best evangelize 
doctors, athletes best evangelize ath-
letes, and ethnics best evangelize their 
own. I personally do not believe this is 
the ideal. While there are pragmatic rea-
sons why this approach may work well 
at times, I believe the ideal is for every 
Christian to have a heart so filled with 
love that he is willing to go the extra mile 
and bridge social barriers. 
Jesus calls us to have ministering 
hearts, to reach out to others in spite of 
the barriers. This is the mark of the 
authentic disciple of Christ. 
Perhaps you need to take some steps, 
to cross some barriers. Perhaps you 
need to rub elbows with people who are 
not like you, to reach out to them with a 
ministering heart. 
Awareness of Divine Arrangement 
This story suggests another quality of 
the ministering heart. As it goes about 
its daily business, passing from person 
to person, it is proceeding from divine 
appointment to divine appointment. Je-
sus was aware of the divine arrangement 
of human acquaintance. "And He had 
to pass through Samaria" (v. 4). Jesus 
was aware of and submissive to the sov-
ereign ordering of His life that brought 
people His way. 
Though it was many years ago, I 
remember well the frustration of travel-
ing 250 miles across the Mojave Desert 
to take a group of young people on a 
Christian service project. When we ar-
rived in Parker, Arizona we couldn't 
find a place to camp. We drove up and 
down the stretch of river until it was 
almost dark. Finally, we pulled into a 
camp and found a place to pitch our 
tents. We soon discovered that we were 
camped next to five high school boys 
who lived twenty miles from our church 
in California. They were drunk and 
rude. The situation looked impossible. I 
wondered why we were forced to spend 
a week under such difficult circum-
stances. As the week progressed and the 
boys ran out of alcohol, they began to 
warm to the claims of the Gospel. All 
five eventually trusted Christ, and today 
three of them are in the ministry. My 
frustration was really a prelude to God's 
sovereign appointment. 
Stuart Briscoe tells a story about the 
time he and his wife Jill, were working 
with Ian Thomas in northern England. 
One particular day, Stuart had to be 
away from Capernwray Bible School, 
where they were teaching, and he left the 
car for his wife. After he had gone, she 
realized that he had the car keys in his 
pocket. She finally was able to borrow a 
car and was on her way down the road 
when she saw some girls walking. She 
stopped to give them a ride and found 
out that they were from Germany and 
visiting in England. 
"Give me your tired, your poor" 





We have no room for you. 
You take our jobs, 
our resources, 
strain our social services. 
Why should we teach you our language? 
We do not want you at all. 
"Give me your tired, your poor"— 
empty, shallow words now, 
carriers of false piety. 
"Give me your tired, your poor." 
We have no excuse— 
We are called to serve. 
—Dwight Thomas 
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A place for friends— 
young and old 
by Karen Cochran 
As they rode, Jill told the girls about a 
Christian conference she was going to 
that day, and persuaded them to come 
with her. One of the girls a theological 
student in Germany, was saved that 
evening, and told Jill her story. 
She had come under the influence of 
some teaching that had filled her with 
doubt and confusion. As a result, she 
had delivered an ultimatum to God—"If 
You are there, You have to show Your-
self to me in some way within the next 
three months. If You don't, I am going 
to quit school, forget about theology 
and religion, and I may quit living, since 
there is nothing to live for." 
With great emotion she looked at Jill 
and said, "The three months end today" 
(Stuart Briscoe, Bound for Joy, Regal, 
pp. 20-21). 
A ministering heart is aware of the 
sovereign ordering of life. It is sobering 
to think that we never talk to a mere 
mortal. Everyone we meet will live eter-
nally, either as a glorified child of God 
or as a lost and condemned soul. The 
ministering heart senses this and treats 
all encounters as if they come from the 
hand of God. 
To love at all is to be vulnerable. 
Love anything, and your heart 
will certainly be wrung and possi-
bly be broken. If you want to 
make sure of keeping it intact, you 
must give your heart to no one, 
not even to an animal. Wrap it 
carefully round with hobbies and 
little luxuries; avoid all entangle-
ments; lock it up safe in the casket 
or coffin of your selfishness. But in 
that casket—safe, dark, motion-
less, airless—it will change. It will 
not be broken; it will become 
unbreakable, impenetrable, irre-
deemable. The alternative to trage-
dy, or at least to the risk of 
tragedy, is damnation. The only 
place outside heaven where you 
can be perfectly safe from all the 
dangers and perturbations of love 
is hell (C. S. Lewis, The Four 
Loves, Harcourt, Brace, Jovano-
vich, p. 169). 
If you are wounded and recoiling, 
wondering if you will ever again allow 
yourself to be vulnerable, let Jesus 
strengthen your heart and lead you in 
His ways. 
Reprinted by permission from Behold the 
Lamb, by R. Kent Hughes, senior pastor of 
College Church in Wheaton, III. Published 
by Victor Books, and copyrighted 1984 by 
SP Publications, Inc., Wheaton, III. 
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"We pray your blessing upon the 
children who come here to pour out 
their joys and sorrows, to learn of life, to 
discover it is more blessed to give than 
receive. We pray that those who come 
here facing the sunset of life may impart 
to these children some of their expe-
rience, wisdom, and love, and may they 
in turn enjoy the simple faith of chil-
dren." These words completed a beauti-
ful and moving dedication service in the 
Messiah Village Chapel and culminated 
a six year project to achieve a specially 
designed and built home for the inter-
generational program. 
Participating in the dedication service 
were the children of Children's Family 
Center, residents of Messiah Village, 
parents of the children, the staff of 
Children's Family Center, and many, 
many friends and family of Children's 
Family Center. The Children's Family 
Center has now moved into a new set-
ting, specifically designed for the care of 
young children ranging in age from 
eighteen months to eight years of age. 
The center is located in the ground floor 
of the newly constructed wing for the 
chapel, offices and recreational facilities 
of Messiah Village Complex. 
Many of the features of the new quar-
ters are not found in the traditional day 
care center setting. That is what makes 
Children's Family Center so very special 
to the three generations—the children, 
the parents, and the residents of Mes-
siah Village. Hand railings for the resi-
dents with walking problems, doors 
widened for wheelchairs, and adult fur-
niture located near child-sized furniture 
guarantee that the children will have the 
opportunity to share time and space 
with the Village residents. Today, many 
children do not have the opportunity to 
spend time with the elderly. Families are 
much more spread out over the country 
and may only have contact with the 
elderly once or twice each year. Chil-
dren's Family Center provides each child 
the opportunity to spend time with the 
elderly through the concept of "special 
friends" and through the many volun-
teers that come to the Center from the 
Village. 
The Center has received bountiful 
gifts of money and equipment to furnish 
the new quarters, many from children 
and grandchildren of residents who 
wished to honor their loved ones. A 
room in which the toddlers are cared for 
was donated. Playground equipment, 
the art center, a learning center, the 
health room and furniture have all been 
given in honor of the many people who 
have so generously given of their time 
and love to the intergenerational center 
and to the care of the children. Other 
items have been hand-crafted or con-
tributed by the residents themselves. A 
rocker, cabinets, cubbies for each child's 
personal belongings, and a television 
have been contributed as evidence of the 
residents' love for the children. 
The residents serve as volunteer staff 
members, board members and "special 
friends." The children experience life 
with the special people of Messiah Vil-
lage by doing a variety of things together. 
The children and residents participate 
together in the adults' exercise classes. 
Movies, intergenerational lunches and 
sharing all take on a special kind of 
importance when both generations are 
together. The children receive quality 
day care in the intergenerational setting. 
In addition, but no less important, the 
children receive a well balanced early 
childhood education during their enroll-
ment. The teaching staff plans and pro-
vides stimulating and creative activities 
for the children. 
Now several months after the dedica-
tion ceremony which officially began 
the Children's Family Center's new pro-
gram, the enrollment has nearly doubled 
and the waiting list grows longer each 
week. What sets this center apart from 
other child care facilities? A clear-cut 
mission or goal. Dedicated teachers. 
Supportive staff from Messiah Village. 
All of these make CFC special. How-
ever, the greatest difference is the oppor-
tunity for the children to know and love 
residents of Messiah Village. Intergen-
erational care in a Christian setting is an 
outstanding contribution to Messiah 
Village's Children's Family Center to 
the child care field. 
Karen Cochran is a parent of one of the 
children in the Children's Family Center. 
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Evangelism and Church Growth in Yamaguchi: 
Sow in tears— 
reap in joy 
by Hirokawa, Hock, Okano, and Tojo 
This year the Brethren in Christ church-
es in Japan are celebrating their 30th 
anniversary. There is joy and gladness in 
remembering these past 30 years of 
God's activity in bringing persons to 
faith in Christ and the birth of new 
churches in this land. This joy in celebra-
tion is a promised joy; it is the fulfillment 
of God's Word that those "who wept as 
they went out carrying the seed will 
come back singing for joy as they bring 
in the harvest" (see Psalm 126:6). The 
existing Brethren in Christ churches 
today in Japan are evidence that God 
does honor his Word as it is sown. 
The present celebration, however, does 
not overlook the existing need to press 
on with further sowing and reaping. The 
tears and sacrifices of yesterday have 
borne fruit. Today's joy is but a celebra-
tion in recognition that fruit is a gift 
from God and a symbol of confident 
expectation that today's seed sown in 
tears will also produce fruit. 
A team of four worked together to pro-
duce this article. Mr. Takanobu Tojo is pas-
tor of the Yamanota Church in Shimonoseki 
and chairman of the national church. Mr. 
Masaharu Okano is pastor of the Hagi 
Church and chairman of the association of 
churches in Yamaguchi. Mr. Kazuyuki Hiro-
kawa is pastor of the Shinshimonoseki 
Church. Ray Hock and his wife Winnie are 
in their fourth year of service with Brethren 
in Christ Missions in Shinshimonoseki. 
Understanding the context 
When one looks at the statistics of 
church growth in Japan, it is easy to 
question why Christianity has not made 
better progress in this area. Looking at 
the cultural context may give us more 
understanding of the existing churches 
in Japan and stimulate us to intercede in 
prayer for these churches. 
The first Brethren in Christ work was 
started in the city of Hagi, known as 
having been the center of the Meji 
reformation, which led Japan from a 
feudal system to a modern industrial 
nation. However, the success and feeling 
of pride brought about through the 
reformation resulted in the development 
of a nationalistic and conservative spirit 
rather than one of openness. The fact 
that Yamaguchi prefecture is largely 
rural rather than urban has also helped 
to preserve this traditional atmosphere. 
The Shinto and Buddhist traditions and 
rituals are deeply embodied in the daily 
lifestyle. These patterns are maintained 
by a social structure which runs from the 
small block group all the way to the city 
office, like a pyramid, tightly knitting 
the community together. 
Group solidarity, experienced in all 
areas of Japanese life, can best be seen in 
the house—not necessarily identical with 
the family—to which a high level of 
group loyalty is expected. The signifi-
cance of the house, as contrasted to the 
individual, is that it becomes the center 
of religious faith. The church, theologi-
cally placing great emphasis on the indi-
vidual's relationship to God, has some-
what overlooked this important factor 
in Japanese culture. However, through 
experience the church is realizing the 
value of evangelism aimed at winning 
the family unit. 
Theologically, one of the main diffi-
culties in presenting Christ is the lack of 
biblical concepts within the Japanese 
culture. For one who lives in a polytheis-
tic environment, it can be difficult to 
accept one God who is above all others. 
Likewise, one can readily feel shame 
over a violation of the group's social 
norms, but little or no sense of guilt 
before a holy God. Thus, the average 
person finds it difficult to comprehend a 
need for salvation in personal terms. 
Proclamation, therefore, must go beyond 
conceptual confrontation and seek to 
identify with the hearer's emotional real-
ities. Proclamation must again be the 
Word becoming flesh. 
It was appropriate 
that when the Japanese 
Brethren in Christ met 
to celebrate their 30th 
anniversary, there was 
also a meeting of the 
Pioneer Church Planting 
Committee. 
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an incarnational approach 
One of the lessons being learned by 
the Japanese church is that proclama-
tion of the gospel must take place within 
the cultural context rather than from 
without. This does not mean that the 
gospel must become relative, but that 
the messenger must assume a cultural 
relativity. The missionary and the Japa-
nese pastor must understand the Japa-
nese people they are preaching to. It is 
not enough to proclaim a universal 
truth. Before we can ask, "Do you 
understand the gospel?", we must be 
able to say, "We understand you." The 
incarnational approach runs along a 
narrow path with dangers on both sides. 
Identifying and understanding can lead 
to either social conformity or change. 
The path that leads to change is often 
painful and is the way of the cross. But 
after the cross, there is the resurrection. 
It is the living Christ who has power to 
transform the person, and it is the 
Christ, seen living in others, who has the 
power to draw a person to his own cross 
and resurrection. 
Since the house has such a central role 
in Japanese society, one of the most 
powerful examples of transformation is 
the Christian home. Recently, a couple 
who previously had contact with a mis-
sionary family moved into the Shinshi-
monoseki area. During a visit to the 
home, the wife related some of her expe-
riences with the missionary family and 
her own strong desire to have whatever 
that missionary couple had. As yet this 
couple has not accepted Christ, but that 
previous contact has led to an openness 
to be involved in church activities. 
Modeling the kingdom 
The incarnational approach implies 
that Christ is incarnate in all his fulness 
within the church. The Christian church 
in Japan exists as a small minority 
group amidst a polytheistic society which 
has achieved a rather surprising mate-
rialistic success in a short time. Yet de-
spite Japan's outward success, it is expe-
riencing some disturbing problems. The 
rise in juvenile violence and marriage 
difficulties is an indication that some-
thing is running amiss in Japanese socie-
ty. All across the nation there is a call to 
return to the moral system of the past. In 
this environment the church has an 
opportunity to show the reality of its 
proclamation by being a model of 
Christ's transforming power. 
The church is becoming increasingly 
aware that conversion to Christ does not 
happen in a vacuum. Rather, evange-
lism and the growth and development of 
the church go hand in hand. Conver-
sions do not normally come about sud-
denly, but after a process of seeking— 
seeking perhaps for intellectual under-
standing of the gospel, yet also testing to 
see if it is emotionally safe to commit 
oneself to this new group called the 
church. Thus it is essential that new 
people be able to see and experience the 
reality of the gospel. In a society where 
group adhesiveness is based on duty and 
obligation, the church is challenged to 
transform these concepts to a level of 
love and commitment based on our 
oneness in Jesus Christ. Recently at the 
Shinshimonoseki church, a non-Chris-
tian reacted in surprise when she heard a 
Christian express joy in being able to 
attend a worship service. "Isn't it just an 
obligation?" she asked. Yes, joy and 
enthusiasm should characterize our wor-
ship together and as such the worship 
service constitutes a powerful evangelis-
tic force. 
Expanding the boundaries 
In 1982, in response to the request 
from the Japanese Brethren in Christ for 
help in evangelism in Yamaguchi, Ray 
and Winnie Hock moved to Shinshi-
monoseki, a new town on the edge of 
Shimonoseki City. Part of their task was 
to teach English and Bible classes in 
three churches as a means of community 
outreach. However, the main focus was 
to work in partnership with a national 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Hirokawa, in 
developing a new church. 
One of the first goals was to establish 
contacts and build personal relation-
ships. As a beginning point, English and 
cooking classes were started. Each of 
these classes included a Bible study that 
was aimed at introducing the members 
to Christianity. The Hirokawa-Hock 
team also looked for ways to begin 
home Bible studies and began a Sunday 
morning worship service meeting in Mr. 
and Mrs. Hirokawa's home. 
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Lunch after Sunday morning worship. 
As contacts were developed in the 
Shinshimonoseki area, there was a grow-
ing feeling that efforts should be concen-
trated in one geographic area rather 
than working in four different areas. 
Thus, the church decided that upon 
returning from furlough in 1984 the 
Hocks should work full time in Shin-
shimonoseki. Mr. Hirokawa also felt led 
to take a step of faith in regards to his 
support. In April he quit his part-time 
job and began devoting full time to the 
work. 
Presently in Shinshimonoseki there 
are 16 adults who are identified as "seek-
ers." These are persons who have ver-
bally indicated that they are seeking 
Christ and have taken the step of attend-
ing an in-depth Bible study and / or wor-
ship service. 
About half of those who are now 
identified as seekers were originally mem-
bers of an English or cooking class. The 
others were introduced to Christ through 
various other means, but mainly through 
personal contact. Over the last year and 
a half we have on several occasions gone 
door to door distributing literature. 
While this has had, we believe, an over-
all positive effect on the community, 
only one or two persons presently iden-
tified as seekers have been contacted 
through this effort. 
This year our English and cooking 
classes have resulted in a number of new 
contacts in the community. As these 
new persons, along with the students 
continuing from last year in the English 
and cooking classes, hear the basics of 
the gospel, we are praying they will 
become active seekers and then move on 
to being members of the family of God. 
Several special evangelistic events 
have been held in the Shinshimonoseki 
area. In April we joined with another 
local house church to jointly sponsor an 
evangelistic meeting with a well-known 
evangelist as speaker. Working together, 
we were able to rent a public hall and do 
advertising that had a far greater impact 
than if we would have worked separ-
ately. Sixty-nine people were in attend-
ance and nine persons gave a written 
indication of their desire to receive 
Christ. Not all of these will become part 
of the church planting work, but we 
believe that some will, and that the seed 
planted in the hearts of the many non-
Christians in attendance will yet bear 
fruit. 
Looking back at the goals we set 
when we began in 1982, we find that 
while we have generally reached our 
attendance goals ahead of schedule, our 
goals for the number of complete fami-
lies involved and the number of conver-
sions have not been reached. While we 
are thankful for the opportunities we 
have to give witness, we are praying that 
souls may be saved and added to the 
church. 
In thinking of evangelism, we are 
often tempted to think only of the har-
vest, because that is where the joy and 
excitement are found. Nature and Scrip-
ture remind us, however, that abundant 
harvesting is dependent on abundant 
sowing. Thus it was appropriate that 
when the Japanese Brethren in Christ 
met to officially celebrate the 30th anni-
versary this year, there was also a meet-
ing of the Pioneer Church Planting 
Committee. The Spirit which led us to 
celebrate the past was also leading us to 
pray and plan for the future. May the 
anticipation of joy in harvest once again 
sustain us as we sow in tears. 
God's power 
over witchcraft 
Herbert is a student at the David Liv-
ingstone Teacher's Training College. He 
was the object of much prayer in June as 
a result of a prayer request in the Mis-
sions Prayer Fellowship Challenge: 
"Thank God for healing Herbert . . . . 
Pray that his life will be a witness of the 
power of God over witchcraft." It is 
thrilling to see how God is working in 
Herbert's life. He has indeed become a 
witness of the power of God. 
When school opened in January, we 
were informed that Herbert would not 
be returning due to illness. Phyllis Engle 
and I went to where Herbert was staying 
and brought him back to the college 
with us. Though hospital tests found 
nothing wrong, he was still too sick to 
attend classes. 
We learned that the illness had begun 
when a man had bewitched Herbert 
because Herbert's girlfriend had refused 
him in preference to Herbert. Herbert 
had been taking traditional African medi-
cine, but he said he could not take the 
treatment at the college. We began to 
pray for healing, joined by two former 
students who were Brethren in Christ. 
During the first week, they joined us in 
prayer each night. We all recognized, 
including Herbert, that in praying for 
the healing, we were fighting against the 
devil, since he was responsible in this 
case. We all prayed honestly for cleans-
ing from any sin, and Herbert openly 
prayed for forgiveness for bad feelings 
towards the man who was responsible 
and that he would have love for him. 
Within a few days Herbert was back in 
school for partial days, and during 
prayer on Saturday, he wanted only to 
pray prayers of thanksgiving. 
Occasionally pains would return; Sa-
tan does not give up easily. Herbert had 
kept some traditional medicine which he 
thought was okay. But at some point he 
decided to stop using it, thinking it 
inconsistent with his prayer. Later, after 
a long discussion with Yotham Sikwan-
gala, a teacher at Sikalongo Bible Insti-
tute, Herbert decided to throw away the 
medicine. From that point on, it seemed 
he was healed. 
Herbert has freely shared his testimo-
ny of the power of God. He shared in the 
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Brethren in Christ group on campus and 
at his church. His testimony and encour-
agement led a classmate to seek and 
receive God's healing in her life. Herbert 
has even been able to renew his friend-
ship with the man who bewitched him— 
the result of much prayer. —Lois Jean 
Sider, on the staff of David Livingstone 
Teacher Training College, Livingstone, 
Zambia. 
Answered prayers 
point to God 
Last December when the Hino Ladies' 
Class met for their annual English Christ-
mas party, one member, Mrs. Muta, 
was absent. She was in the hospital re-
covering from the serious physical ef-
fects of a stroke. As her American Eng-
lish teacher, I offered to help in the only 
way I knew—through prayer. So through-
out that winter and spring, the Miyoshi-
cho Brethren in Christ mission church 
(in Fuchu City, Tokyo) and I prayed for 
our friend. Since then God has gra-
ciously answered our prayers with a 
complete recovery for Mrs. Muta. Please 
join us in praising God for her renewed 
health. Pray also that the Hino Ladies' 
Class, who knew of our long-term pray-
ers, would recognize God's love and 
healing power and give him the credit 
and the glory for their friend's recovery. 
We were encouraged when seven of 
these ladies attended an evangelistic 
concert and English party sponsored by 
the Brethren in Christ Church in July. 
We pray that God's Word will take root 
in their lives and grow up into a beauti-
ful harvest! —Jean Meadke, Fuchu 
City, Tokyo, Japan 
Jean Meadke (center) with the Hino 
Ladies English Class. 
The Kondhos of Orissa 
receive the gospel 
One of our evangelism teams have 
taken the gospel to Nuagada, a remote 
place surrounded with high mountains 
and thick forests. There they are minis-
tering to a people known as the Kond-
hos, a primitive tribal group. To reach 
these people the team walks 25-30 kms. 
(15-18 mi.) every day. The path to their 
villages leads through thick jungles and 
across mountains. Elephants and other 
wild animals are often seen along the 
way. Though no guns are carried, the 
Lord has wonderfully saved them from 
any dangers. This team needs much 
prayer for safety. 
Upon the first visit to the village of 
Majhi, the team was ordered out of the 
village, but the team did not despair. 
They returned daily for several days. 
Within a few days, the people of this 
village asked how they could follow 
Jesus and have the true God in their 
lives. 
The religion of the Kondhos is one of 
worshipping a few heavy wooden logs 
from a particular tree. Animals are sac-
rificed before these logs, making the 
worship of these gods very expensive, 
according to the Kondhos. The relation-
ship of these people to their gods is one 
of great fear. 
These people show a real hunger and 
thirst for the true God. Right after the 
village people made their decision to fol-
low Jesus, they took their gods (the 
heavy logs) out of the village. 
To date, Kondho people are wor-
shipping at three centers. In these three 
villages, a total of about 150 families 
have begun to follow Jesus Christ. Follow-
up work is taking place in other places. 
A man in one village has given land to 
build a house for worship. —Pramod 
Roul, an Indian church planter, leads a 
team of evangelists in the state of Orissa, 
India.) 
Pramod Roul (center) shares the gos-
pel with the people of a Kondho village, 
Mahadim. 
October 1984 15 
International 
Brethren in Chi 
Fellowship 
Top row: We met in a large mei 
by Robert Hempy from Cali' 
"Biblical basis for the Christi 
the editor who served as pho 
of cameras by persons who 
Middle row: Representatives fi 
shared some of the challen 
Maison St-Gerard, site of thi 
Bottom row: In addition to cros 
ings. The Japanese church it 
ans meet in the background 
ence, as illustrated here by I 
* •». 
7 
16 Evangelical Visitor 
I room for plenary sessions, like this Bible study led 
ia. • Mrs. Neddie Dlodlo, Zimbabwe, spoke on the 
ome." • The total IBICF group, with the exception of 
apher for the occasion. Thus he was handed scores 
ited to capture this shot for their scrapbooks. 
jach fellowship brought a banner to Haguenau and 
they were experiencing in their home church. • 
ICF. 
jltural discussions, we often met in national group-
isentatives are in the foreground, while the Canadi-
ipecial music was featured throughout the confer-
lelegation from Nicaragua. 
Excerpts from the Findings Committee 
The International Brethren in 
Christ Fellowship met July 19-23 in 
Haguenau, France, under the direc-
tion of a special planning committee 
representing each of the Brethren in 
Christ fellowships. (A report of the 
meeting is on page 30 of this issue.) 
Priorities identified 
The findings committee listed seven 
items which the fellowship agreed 
should be priorities for Brethren in 
Christ churches around the world: 
1. The Bible as the fully inspired 
Word of God is the authority for our 
life and work. We therefore recom-
mend obedience to the Scriptures in 
all of our teaching and preaching. 
2. The Bible teaches that the 
growth of the church should be both 
quantitative and qualitative. We there-
fore recommend that our churches 
emphasize witnessing, church plant-
ing and discipleship in building the 
church. 
3. The health and growth of the 
church requires spiritual, trained 
leaders. Therefore, we recommend 
the churches to give greater emphasis 
to leadership training. 
4. The Bible teaches the impor-
tance of missions in the life of the 
church. Therefore, we recommend 
each church to seek God's will in 
developing missionary work. 
5. The Bible places great impor-
tance upon the Christian home. There-
fore we recommend that the churches 
teach more deeply the principles of 
the Christian marriage and family life 
as found in the Scriptures. 
6. The Bible teaches the ethic of 
agape love as the Christian's way of 
relating to others. We recommend 
that this ethic of servanthood and 
mutuality be emphasized as the bibli-
cal alternative to worldly systems. 
7. The Bible teaches the impor-
tance of the Spirit-filled life and 
empowerment for all believers. There-
fore we recommend that our churches 
be called to teach and diligently strive 
for a spirit-filled leadership and laity 
so as to more effectively implement 
all of the priorities stated above. 
Unfinished agenda 
The group noted that there are 
other issues which should receive 
priority attention, but those topics 
had not been discussed at this meet-
ing. The following concerns were 
listed for further reflection and dis-
cussion at a later time: 
• teaching on the spiritual gifts, 
and their discernment and use by all 
members of the body of Christ. 
• study of the problems of social 
injustice and structural evil; assist-
ance in determining the responsibil-
ity of the church in these matters. 
• study of the distinctive emphases 
of the Brethren in Christ life and 
faith. 
• study of the application of scrip-
tural principles in the context of our 
various cultures. 
• being made keenly aware of the 
diversity of human needs, suffering 
and sacrifices, that we continue to be 
sensitive to these international con-
cerns and seek ways to meet them. 
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ithe Board for World Missions 
As a result of Renewal 2000 restruc-
turing of the Brethren in Christ Church, 
the Board for Missions has been changed 
to the Board for World Missions. In this 
article, we would like you to meet the 
members of the new board. 
Rev. Alvin Book, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., is presently preparing for service 
with Brethren in Christ Missions to do 
church planting in Venezuela. He and 
his wife Thata were missionaries to 
Zimbabwe from 1950-1970, where Alvin 
served as bishop of the national church 
for five years. Most recently, he served 
as bishop of the Allegheny Conference 
from 1978-1984. Alvin served previously 
on the Board for Missions for six years. 
The Books have four children and six 
grandchildren. 
• • i 
Rev. Doyle Book, Upland, Calif., is a 
teacher at Azusa Pacific University, 
Azusa, Calif., with the positions of 
Director of English Language Institute 
and instructor in missions. He holds a 
Doctor of Missiology from Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary. Doyle and his wife 
Thelma have two daughters and are 
members of the Chino Hills Community 
Church (Brethren in Christ). Beginning 
in 1955, the Books served with Brethren 
in Christ Missions in Japan for 17 years. 
Bishop John A. Byers, Elizabethtown, 
Pa., serves the Atlantic Conference. He 
has served previously on the Board for 
Missions for six years. John and his wife 
Esther have three daughters and one son 
and six grandchildren. Prior to becom-
ing bishop, he was a pastor in the 
Brethren in Christ Church for 14 years. 
For 16 years, he has been a member of 
the General Conference Board of Chris-
tian Education. John's hobby is collect-
ing model farm equipment. 
Rev. Doyle Book 
Dr. Harold H. Engle and his wife 
Mary Elizabeth are members of the 
Palmyra (Pa.) congregation. Dr. Engle 
has served the Palmyra area for many 
years as a physician in family practice. 
In the early 50's, he served for two years 
in medical missions with Mennonite 
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Dr. Lowell Mann 
Dr. Lowell Mann, a member of the 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) congregation, is on 
the staff of Hershey Medical Center, 
Hershey, Pa., as a medical doctor/psy-
Evangelical Visitor 
Bishop John A. Byers 
Miss Joanne Brubaker, a member of 
the Ashland (Ohio) congregation, is 
employed as a first-grade elementary 
teacher. Joanne served with Brethren in 
Christ Missions in Zimbabwe at the 
Mtshabezi Teacher Training College 
from 1965-1977. In her local church, she 
is a member of the church board and the 
board of Christian education. Joanne 
served on the Central Conference Board 
of Directors for one term. She enjoys 
reading, gardening, and boating. 
' 1 I I 
Miss Joanne Brubaker 
Mr. Charles F. Frey 
Mr. Charles F. Frey, Conestoga, Pa., 
has been a member of the Board for 
Missions since 1966 and U.S. treasurer 
of the board since 1978. He has served 
on the finance committee during his 
entire time on the bbard. A member of 
the Manor congregation, Charles is the 
president of Turkey Hill Enterprises, 
Conestoga, Pa. At Manor, he has been a 
member of the missions committee, 
church board and, building committee. 
Charles and his wife Ann have four 
children and one grandchild. 
Dr. 
Central Committee in Taiwan. Several 
years ago, he did short-term service at 
Macha Hospital, Zambia. Harold is a 
member of Messiah College's Board of 
Trustees, for which he served as chair-
man for many years. 
chiatrist and is an instructor in the Penn 
State University Medical School. He 
and his wife Anna Jean have two college-
age sons. From 1959-1969, the Manns 
served with Brethren in Christ Missions 
in India at Madhipura Christian Hospi-
tal. Lowell was medical superintendent 
and acted as mission treasurer for Bihar. 
Rev. J. Paul Martin 
Rev. J. Paul Martin, Annville, Pa., is 
the Board for World Missions represen-
tative from the United Zion Church, one 
of two sister denominations that coop-
erate in our overseas missions program. 
He has been a member of the Board for 
Missions for eight years. Paul has served 
as a pastor in the United Zion Church 
for 15 years, currently pastoring the Eliz-
abethtown U.Z. congregation. He also 
runs a kitchen cabinetry business. Paul 
and his wife Esther have three sons and 
three daughters. He enjoys travel and 
foreign cultures. 
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Rev. Stan Norman 
Rev. Stan Norman is the pastor of the 
Red Star Brethren in Christ Church in 
Leedey, Okla., where he has served for 
one year. He and his wife Beth have two 
preschool children. While earning his 
Master of Divinity from Western Evan-
gelical Seminary, Portland, Ore., Stan 
served as youth pastor at the Labish 
Brethren in Christ Church in Salem, 
Ore. Stan enjoys landscaping as a hobby 
and is also taking flying lessons. 
Rev. Edward Rickman is the pastor 
of the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church in Ontario, Canada. He and his 
wife Martha have four children. Prior to 
his first pastorate, Ed was a missionary 
in Alaska for three years with the Evan-
gelical Covenant Church. He has been a 
pastor in the Brethren in Christ Church 
for 12 years. For six years between pas-
torates, Ed worked with World Gospel 
Mission, Marion, Ind., in various admin-
istrative positions. He is also a member 
of the Canadian Conference Board for 
Missions. 
''ji'"^/ 
Rev. Edward Rickman 
Dr. Roger Sider, Rochester, N.Y., 
has served on the Board for Missions 
since 1972. He is a physician with a psy-
chiatry speciality, and a professor at the 
University of Rochester. Roger and his 
wife Joann have two children. They 
hold membership at the Baltimore Breth-
ren in Christ Church. The Siders were in 
Voluntary Service with Brethren in 
Christ Missions in Zimbabwe from 1967 
to 1969. Roger's hobby is gardening. 
Mrs. Linda Stern, a member of the 
Fairview Avenue (Waynesboro, Pa.) 
congregation, is a homemaker and a 
free-lance writer. She and her husband 
Jim, a general surgeon, served with 
Brethren in Christ Missions in Zim-
babwe from 1959 to 1969. The Sterns 
have one son and three daughters. Linda 
has served in her local church as a Sun-
day school teacher and superintendent, 
and as a missions committee member. 
She enjoys water and snow skiing. 
Mrs. Linda Stern 
Rev. Landis E. Tice, Jr., Myerstown, 
Pa., is the Board for World Missions 
representative from the United Chris-
tian Church, the second cooperating 
group. He has been a pastor in the Unit-
ed Christian Church for about 30 years. 
He is presently pastoring the Balsbaughs 
United Christian Church in Hershey, 
Pa. Landis and his wife Mary have four 
married sons and five grandchildren. As 
a hobby, he enjoys raising small farm 
animals. 
Rev. Landis E. Tice 
Rev. Robert Verno, Erie, Pa., has 
been a member of the Board for Mis-
sions since 1982. He and his wife Luanne 
have two young daughters. From 1977 
until June of this year, Bob was the 
pastor of the Lakeview Community 
Church (Brethren in Christ) in Good-
rich, Mich. Bob received his Master of 
Divinity from Ashland Theological Semi-
nary, Ashland, Ohio. As a hobby, he 
enjoys running. 
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Dealing with Sexuality 
One of the workshops presented dur-
ing General Conference was "Dealing 
with Sexuality in the Context of the 
Family." Dr. Jake Thiessen of Messiah 
College's Family Studies Department 
and Curtis Byer, biologist at Mt. San 
Antonio College, Calif., led us in con-
sidering two major areas of concern: 
(1) the way we as parents feel about 
ourselves as sexual beings, and (2) how 
we teach our children about sex. 
The first part of the workshop looked 
at how we as parents deal with our own 
sexuality. Sexuality includes the parts of 
by Lois Jean Peterman 
ourselves which are often denied or 
made abnormally special. It also is an 
integral part of our identity—compris-
ing roles, language, thoughts, behavior, 
and needs. It is expressed in our rela-
tionships and intimacies. Our view of 
our own sexuality pervades almost all of 
our life—our entertainment, attire, and 
what we see and hear in the media. It 
reflects the home we came from, and 
affects how we teach our children to 
view themselves. It is important that we 
recognize that we are sexual beings, feel-
ing good about our sexuality and the 
Bibliography—Sex and the family 
The following books on sex education were 
recommended at the General Conference 
workshop on sexuality. Starred (*) books 
and series are written f rom a Christian per-
spective. 
* Concordia (Sex Education Series) 1982; 
$5.95 each 
A complete sex education program (pre-
schoolers to parents) f rom a distinctly Chris-
tian point of view, in context of God as 
creator and Jesus Christ as redeemer. 
1. Each One Specially, Green; (ages 3-5) 
2. I Wonder Why, Hummel; (ages 6-8) 
3. How You Got to Be You, Graver; (ages 
8-11) 
4. The New You, Bimler; (ages 11-14) 
5. Lord of Life, Lord of Me, Ameiss/ 
Graver; (ages 14 and over) 
6. Sexuality: God's Precious Gift to Par-
ents and Children, Buth; (adults - to 
help parents deal with their own sex-
uality and help parents as sex edu-
cators) 
Each book has complete glossary with 
pronunciations and definitions. 
* Concordia (Sex Education Series) 1967; 
$4.95 each 
1. 1 Wonder, I Wonder, Frey; (grades K-3) 
2. Wonderfully Made, Hummel; (grades 
4-6) 
3. Take the High Road, Bueltmann; (jun-
ior high) 
4. Life Can Be Sexual, Witt; (high school) 
5. Parents' Guide to Christian Conversa-
tion About Sex, Kolb; (parents) 
6. Christian View of Sex Education, 
Wessler; (pastors, teachers, youth 
workers, parish planners) 
A Child Is Born, The Drama of Life Before 
Birth, Nilsson (Dell) 1965 $10.95 
Award-winning photography of drama 
of life before birth with excellent text. 
* How to Teach Your Child About Sex, 
Ketterman (Revel) 1981, $4.95 
A female physician discusses sexual atti-
tudes and values and how to deal with 
sexual questions f rom an adolescent. 
Good for parents. 
How Was I Born? A Photographic Story of 
Reproduction and Birth of Children, 
Nilsson (Delacorte) 1975. 
Story of reproduction and birth using 
famous Nilsson photos of fetal develop-
ment, family scenes, and other illustra-
tions. To be read aloud. 
Period, G a r d n e r - L o u l a n , et al. (New 
Market) 1981. 
Excellent pictorial on menstrual cycle for 
preteens. 
Sex Is a Parent Affair, Scanzoni (Bethany). 
Talking With Your Child About Sex, Cal-
derone and Ramey ( R a n d o m House) 
1982, $2.95. 
Two respected sex educators describe six 
developmental stages through puberty, 
with likely questions and direct answers 
for each stage. 
* The Wonderful Way That Babies Are 
Made, Christenson (Bethany House) 
1982, $7.95. 
Pictorial presentation with scriptures, dis-
cussions of values and attitudes, along 
with physiological information. Can be 
read aloud by parents. 
What's Happening to Me?, Mayle (Stuart) 
1975, $5.95. 
Simple presentation of a way to answer 
children regarding secondary sex changes 
in both male and female. 
What's Happening to My Body?, Madaras 
(New Market) 1983, $8.95. 
A "growing up" guide for parents of 
teens. Explains postpubertal changes in 
both male and female body and early 
social relationships. 
Where Did I Come From?, Mayle (Stuart) 
1973, $12.00. 
Simple presentation of ways to answer 
children regarding sexual intimacy, love-
making, conception, pregnancy, and de-
livery. 
Where Do Babies Come From?, Sheffield 
and Bewley (Knopf) 1972, $10.95. 
Simple illustrated explanation of concep-




ways we relate to other males and 
females; for we teach our children by 
what they observe in us, as well as by 
direct communication. 
The second part of the workshop 
considered how we convey information, 
values, and beliefs about sex to our 
children. We learned of one study in 
which less than 20 percent of the young 
people surveyed felt that their parents 
had given them adequate sex education. 
This points up the inadequacy parents 
often feel, or the fear of being made to 
feel foolish or uncomfortable talking 
about sex. Yet it is an area where parents 
have major responsibility and a crucial 
opportunity. 
A variety of helpful suggestions were 
given: Evaluate the kind of language 
you use to teach your child about body 
parts and functions (sex is frequently 
referred to in baby language, street lan-
guage, euphemisms and medical/scien-
tific terms!). Be aware that your tone of 
voice, embarrassment, or evasion may 
give the idea that it is not O.K. to be 
sexual persons. Try to hear the question 
behind the words that are said. The con-
tent of your answer is important, but 
that's only part of the value. Try not to 
give your children cliches or textbook 
answers, but tell them what you believe. 
Remember that you are teaching about 
sex all the time by your attitudes and 
relationships. Consider whether you 
make it easy for your child to approach 
you with questions about sex. 
Many of these principles were por-
trayed in the film we viewed, The Family 
Talks About Sex (E. C. Brown Founda-
tion, Portland, OR). It was a series of 
staged conversations between parents 
and their preschool-to-teenage children. 
We shared reactions to the film and 
ways we had handled similar situations 
in our families. 
This workshop presented all of us 
with the importance of dealing with 
sexuality within our families—by help-
ing our children to feel good about their 
sexuality, by examining the attitudes 
that we unconsciously project, and by 
providing open and honest answers that 
will give them foundations for whole-
some relationships built on Christian 
values. 
Lois Jean Peterman attends the Manheim 
(PA) congregation where her husband is 
pastor. 
PhjozbeSs Journal, *1 
I've decided again to keep a jour-
nal. I've tried journal-writing before, 
usually with little success because I 
don't have the discipline to keep at it. 
But this time is different—I really 
want to find a way to describe what's 
been going on in my life lately. A 
journal seems as good a way as any to 
begin the process. Writing has always 
been good therapy for me because it 
allows me to express feelings that are 
hard to talk about. While writing is 
no substitute for honest and caring 
communication with the people clos-
est to me, it is one way I can explore 
my feelings and understand myself 
better. Maybe the writing I do here 
will make it easier to talk to people. 
I'm trying to reassess my life and 
come to terms with questions that 
have been nagging me for years (some 
would say I'm going through a mid-
life crisis). Most of my adult life has 
been occupied with choosing and 
establishing careers, getting married, 
having children, helping to care for a 
home and family, and working in the 
church. I suppose I've done a fairly 
good job of doing what's expected of 
me in those roles, but for some rea-
son I don't always feel especially 
good about it. I often gauge my suc-
cess by how well I measure up to 
others around me or whether I do 
everything I think I "should" do. 
When I fail (by not measuring up to 
the high standards I've imposed on 
myself, or by not doing something I 
think I "ought"), I feel guilty and 
unworthy. 
I need an identity of my own—as a 
person and as a woman. Of course I 
have an identity, but it's not always 
the one I want. For too long I've 
allowed my sense of self to be defined 
by other people's expectations, or by 
their approval or disapproval of what 
I do. I want to have confidence in 
myself—in who I am and what / 
want. Part of my problem is thinking 
that I'm being selfish if I pursue my 
own needs. How does going after 
what I want fit in with all the stuff 
about self-denial, servanthood, and 
submission I've been taught and be-
lieve in? 
I also feel very much alone a lot of 
the time—like there's something 
wrong with me because I can't make 
sense of myself or because I have dif-
ficulty coping with all the demands I 
feel from family, church, society, etc. 
When I observe other people, partic-
ularly in the church, I see people who 
seem to have it all together and who 
rarely admit to struggles of the kind I 
face. But it's true that as I become 
more willing and able to expose my 
own feelings, questions, and areas of 
vulnerability, I find others who share 
them. I am not alone! 
I think that a lot of what I feel is the 
result of being a woman caught in the 
crossfire between traditional conser-
vative values (a woman's place is in 
the home, etc.) and a feminism which 
inevitably puts pressure on women to 
be and do more than ever before. I 
don't think either is all wrong or all 
right, and I don't blame some outside 
force for my insecurities. I just know 
that it's hard to find a middle ground 
that is emotionally satisfying and bib-
lically faithful. Another complication 
is being able to understand that men 
have parallel struggles. Sorting every-
thing out takes a lot of hard work— 
separately and together. Again, may-
be this journal will help in the sorting-
out process. 
I know that one doesn't usually 
sign a journal. Who's going to read 
this stuff anyway? I've decided, 
though, tc use a pen name. I'm going 
to be Phoebe—not because I particu-
larly like that name, but because of 
what it represents. Phoebe was a 
leader in the early church—amazing 
when I think of all the cultural and 
religious taboos against women in 
those days. She somehow managed 
to be a person in her own right—to 
establish her own identity in the 
church apart from other roles that 
might have been expected of her. I 
see her as sort of a role model of what 
a Christian woman can be. 
pb/otbt 
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church nerts 
Service of Ordination 
Bishop David Climenhaga conducted 
the service of ordination for Gilbert 
Gomez on Sunday afternoon, June 24. 
The service was conducted in the Union 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church, New 
Paris, In., where Gilbert has served as 
pastor for the past five years. Rev. Carl 
G. Stump participated in the service. 
Rev. Gomez graduated from Messiah 
College in 1979. He and his wife, Mary 
Ann, have a daughter, Julie Renee. 
Allegheny Conference 
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
hosted Rev. Ken Reid and the Peace Light Church 
to an evening service. The Peace Light congrega-
tion shared how the Lord is working in their new 
work in Gettysburg, Pa. • A prayer partners 
program is being sponsored by the Commission 
on Sunday School of the Dillsburg, Pa., congre-
gation. The children were also encouraged to par-
ticipate in the program. 
The months of September and October were 
designated as church growth months by the Han-
over, Pa., congregation. Community canvassing 
and visitation; gospel films; special music and 
speakers were all part of the activities. 
An installation service was held for Steven 
Lehman by the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation 
on Sunday, July 29. Rev. Lehman assumed 
responsibilities as Assistant Pastor. • Members of 
the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., 
were encouraged to wear the clothes or uniform 
they wear to their jobs to the Sunday morning 
service, Sept. 2. The emphasis of the Labor Day 
service was "The Dignity of Work." 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
reports holding four monthly family film nights 
during the Wednesday evening services. The films 
were shown June—September. • An evening of 
music was presented to the Holden Park congre-
gation, Orlando, Fl„ by the Jim Denes Family 
Singers. Refreshments were served following the 
service. 
Twenty-three Japanese stayed in homes of the 
Lancaster, Pa., congregation during the month of 
August. • An all day fellowship was held by the 
Refton, Pa., congregation at Black Rock Retreat. 
The music group, Damascus, presented music for 
the evening vesper service. 
Canadian Conference 
An outdoor evening service was held by the 
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., when two 
persons were baptized. Three persons were re-
ceived into fellowship in the morning service. • 
The youth of the Houghton congregation, Lang-
ton, Ont., designated Aug. 15 as "Work and Give 
Day." They gave their entire day's earnings to the 
building fund of the congregation. 
A welcoming reception was held by the New 
Life congregation, Collingwood, Ont., for their 
new pastoral couple, the Wilson Wileys. Bishop 
Harvey Sider conducted the installation service on 
Sunday, Aug. 5. 
Rhoda Winger shared recently with the Port 
Colborne, Ont., congregation about her experi-
ences in Korea with the World Conference on 
Prayer. She is on staff of Campus Crusade in 
British Columbia. • Sunday, Aug. 12, was the date 
set for Rosebank Congregation, Petersburg, Ont. 
to hold their ground breaking service for an addi-
tion to their church building. 
A time of welcome and get acquainted was held 
by the Sherkston, Ont., congregation on Sunday 
evening, Aug. 12, for their pastoral couple, Phil 
and Judy Keefer. The Keefers were installed in the 
morning service. • The Westheights congregation, 
Ont., reports a special outdoor service was held 
with Mrs. Jackie Wellsman presenting the pro-
gram. Mrs. Wellsman shared her testimony and 
sang. 
Central Conference 
A concert by "Cornerstone" from Messiah Col-
lege was presented to the Christian Union congre-
gation, Garrett, In. • The Highland congregation, 
West Milton, Oh., held an installation service for 
their new pastoral couple, the Ed Ashbys, on Sun-
day, Aug. 19. A carry-in dinner was held following 
the installation service. 
Ardys Thuma spoke to the Pleasant Hill, Oh., 
congregation recently, telling of her trip to Zam-
bia, Zimbabwe, and Somalia. • "Cornerstone," a 
musical team from Messiah College, Grantham, 
Pa., presented a program to the Western Hills 
congregation, Cincinnati, Oh. 
Midwest Conference 
The Mt. View congregation, Colorado Springs, 
Co., hosted a group of youth from the Skyline 
View congregation (Atlantic Conference). The 
youth group was returning from a summer project 
at the Navajo Mission, N.M. 
A country church fellowship was hosted by the 
Red Star congregation, Leedey, Ok. Two neigh-
boring country churches participated in the fel-
lowship and viewed the film, "Deceived." 
Mary Olive Lady shared recently about her 
work in Africa with the Rosebank congregation, 
Hope, Ks. • Bishop Glen Ginder installed Ron 
Bowell as the pastor of the Zion congregation, 
Abilene, Ks., on Sunday, Aug. 26. 
Pacific Congregation 
A "balloon fly" was planned by the l.abish con-
gregation, Salem, Or., on a Saturday morning 
recently. • The adult Sunday school classes of the 
Upland, Ca., congregation were combined for the 
month of August and had guest speakers for each 
Sunday. Among the topics covered were prayer 
and cults. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Position Available 
Evangel Press is currently seeking a sales representative for its 
printing division. This is a newly-created full-time position based in 
Nappanee, Indiana. Candidates should possess a college degree or 
have experience in sales. 
This position entails contacting businesses, institutions, and reli-
gious publishers in a five-state midwest area. Some overnight travel 
may be necessary. Knowledge of printing/publishing is a plus, but 
not required. We will train as needed. Salary and fringe benefit 
package commensurate with ability. Position is available as of Jan-
uary 1,1985. 
Interested persons should address their resume to: Jon Stepp, 
Manager; Evangel Press; P.O. Box 189; Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Asbury: Darrel William, July 15; Dan and Edie 
Asbury, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Brubaker: Zachary Thomas, July 12; Gerry 
and Mary Ellen Brubaker, Refton congregation. 
Pa. 
Butterfield: Karen Michelle, May 14; Mark 
and Diane Butterfield, Walkersville congregation, 
Md. 
Clopper: Ryan Dean, July 18; Dave and Barb 
Clopper, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
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Dempster: Andrew Franklin, July 22; Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Dempster, Bridlewood congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Durbin: Renee Elizabeth, June 18; Dave and 
Karen Durbin, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Engle: Tyler Burkholder, June 20; Millard and 
Sharon Engle, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Felbush: Shawnee Kay, July 10; Monte and 
Donneta Felbush, Abilene congregation, Ks. 
Freet: Jamie Renee, Aug. 17; David and Wendy 
Freet, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Gates: Lauren Michelle, July 15; Bob and 
Kathy Gates, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Glenney: Victoria Gabrielle, June 3; Bob and 
Becky Glenney, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Hails: James William, July 25; Wayne and 
Sharon Hails, Falls View congregation, Ont. 
Harman: Leah Renee, Aug. 1; Gail and Denise 
(Climenhaga) Harman, Nappanee congregation 
In. 
Heisey: Rebecca Suzanne, March 13; Ray 
and Mim Heisey, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Hepner: Michael Kenneth, Aug. 9; Rev. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Hepner, Cedar Grove congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hess: Bethany Rebecka, May 10; Bob and 
Carmy Hess, Harrisburg congregation, Pa. 
Hollinger: Kate Suzanne, July 24; Lynn and 
Rita Hollinger, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Horst: Philip Michael, Aug. 2; Mike and 
Carolyn Horst, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hu: Karen, May 10; Benson and Daisy Hu, 
Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Mellinger: Jason Allen, July 20; David and 
Diana Mellinger, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Metzger: Jonathan Andrew, July 13; Don and 
Beth Metzger, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Montague: Ashley Dawn, July 19; Martin and 
Stephanie Montague, Falls View congregation, 
Ont. 
Musser: Amos Michael, Aug. 14; Mike and 
Judy Musser, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Myers: Krystal Hope, July 29; Doug and Car-
mine Myers, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Peiffer: Celeste Corinne, July 18; Jean and 
Luann Peiffer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Peterson: Tami Rebecca, July 5; Lou and Mae 
Peterson, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Sherk: Drew David, July 30; Dave and Janice 
Sherk, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Shropshire: Kaitlin Pearl, July 19; Gary and 
Wendy Shropshire, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Szusz: Justin John, July 24; Dave and Freda 
Szusz, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Thrush: Justin Ray, April 17; Ray and Jean 
Thrush, Mt. Rock congregation. Pa. 
Twomey: Christopher William, March 22; Stan 
and Jan Twomey, Walkersville congregation, Md. 
Weddings 
Balser-Cover: Tammy Cover and Brian Balser, 
June 9 in the Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Lynn Thrush officiating. 
Bean-Efurd: Stacey Efurd, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dal Coates, Wamego, Ks., and Mitchell, 
son of Max and Becky Bean, Abilene, Ks., Aug. 25 
in the Abilene Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Roger Charman officiating. 
Canham-Vandenberge: Evelyn Anita Vanden-
berge and Gerald Ernest Canham, both of Nia-
gara Falls, Ont., June 22 in the Falls View 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Dwayne 
Hulett officiating. 
Climenhaga-Tarnawsky: Julia Diane, daugh-
ter of Nick and Joan Tarnawsky, Niagara Falls, 
Ont., and Gregory Arthur, son of Arthur and 
Donna Climenhaga, Stevensville, Ont., July 21 in 
the Falls View Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Gordon Gooderham and Rev. Dwayne 
Hulett officiating. 
DeGouveia-Sibley: Sandra Jean, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Sibley, Scarborough, Ont., 
and John, son of Mr. and Mrs. Manuel DeGou-
veia, Toronto, Ont., Aug. 18 in the Bridlewood 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J. 
Chester officiating. 
Donaldson-O'Neal: Paulette, daughter of 
Michael and Mary O'Neal, Saxton, Pa., and 
Steven, son of Thomas and Barbara Donaldson, 
Everett, Pa., July 7 in the Clear Creek Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Curtis Bryant and Rev. 
Ken Hershey officiating. 
Engle-Agee: Peggy Ann, daughter of Charles 
and Barbara Agee, and Keith Samuel, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Engle, July 28 in the Mechanics-
burg Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. C. R. 
Burgard and Rev. Ray Bert officiating. 
Franck-Schneider: Carol Schneider and Ivan 
Franck, July 21 in the Palmerston Missionary 





This is the month for our annual subscription drive for both new 
subscr ipt ions and renewals. Don't wait unti l tomorrow—renew 




1 year renewal $ 8.50 $ 10.00 
2 year renewal 15.00 18.00 
3 year renewal 21.00 26.50 
5 year renewal 33.00 41.00 
Lifetime subscription 130.00 160.00 
New subscription and 
Gift subscriptions 7.00 8.50 
You may renew your subscr ipt ion or give gift subscr ipt ions 
through your local congregation's fall Visitor subscr ipt ion cam-
paign. Or, mail your check and address to; 
Evangelical Visitor 
P.O. Box 166 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Please be sure that your address is complete and legible. Also, 
please indicate which congregation you are now attending. 
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Fyfe-Dicken: Diana Catherine, daughter of 
Victor and Mary Jane Dicken, Everett, Pa., and 
Lorne Scott, son of William and Nancy Fyfe, 
Dutch Corner, Pa., June 23 in the Clear Creek 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Curtis Bry-
ant officiating. 
Gilmore-Rickman: Teresa, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. W. Edward Rickman, and Terry, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gilmore, both of Wainfleet, 
Ont., June 9 in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with father of the bride officiating. 
Hacker-Whittington: Mary, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Garland Whittington, Colorado Springs, 
Co., and Harold, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Ellas Hacker, Salina, Ks., Aug. 4 in Oakdale Park, 
Salina with Rev. Glen Davis officiating. 
Hall-Gsell: Lisa, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Gsell, and Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Hall, June 9 in the Mt. Rock Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Elmer Hall, grandfather 
of the groom, officiating. 
Huckfield-Seitz: Paula, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oakland Seitz, Wainfleet, Ont., and Keith 
Huckfield, Niagara Falls, Ont., June 16 in the 
Falls View Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Dwayne Hulett officiating. 
Lambert-Long: Susan, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elvin Long, Mount Hope, Ont., and James, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Lambert, Wainfleet, 
Ont., July 14 in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Vernon Bosserman officiating. 
Meares-Goreham: Mayme Goreham, Yucaipa, 
Ca„and Cecil Meares, Moreno, Ca., July 15inthe 
Moreno Community Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Cletus Naylor officiating. 
Pifer-Nester: Janeen Kay, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis Nester, and Craig Alan Pifer, son of 
Mrs. Joyce C. Shover and the late Kenneth C. 
Pifer, July 14 in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard and Rev. 
Steve Lehman officiating. 
Putnam-Wideman: Kathy. daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Earl Wideman, Gormley, Ont.. and Neil 
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 
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Putnam, Richmond Hill, Ont., June 16 in the 
Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Marlin Ressler officiating. 
Simmont-Keyser: Mabel Keyser and Robert 
Simmont, June 16 in the Fairview Avenue Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Lynn Thrush 
officiating. 
Strouse-Lesher: Gladys Lesher and Doyle 
Strouse, July 7 in the Marsh Creek Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Lloyd Buckwalter of-
ficiating. 
Thom-Lofthouse: Marilyn Lofthouse, Hamil-
ton, Ont., and Keith Thorn, Gormley, Ont., June 9 
in the Garside Bible Church, Hamilton, with Rev. 
Ronald Lofthouse and Rev. Marlin Ressler of-
ficiating. 
Tokar-Barrick: Bonnie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kaye Barrick, and Thomas, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Tokar Sr.. both of Port Colborne, 
Ont., July 21 in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. James Cober officiating. 
Obituaries 
Clark: Terry A. Clark, Everett, Pa., born Dec. 
9, 1963, died July 9, 1984, in Altoona, Pa., General 
Hospital. He was the son of Herbert and Delia 
Mae Clark who survive. Also surviving are his 
fiance, Suzanne Jo Ritchey; a brother, Kerley; a 
sister, Autumn; maternal grandparents, Elvin and 
Martha Ritchey; and paternal grandfather, Wil-
bert H. Clark. Rev. Curtis Bryant and Rev. Ken-
neth Hershey conducted the funeral service. In-
terment was in Bethel Church of the Brethren 
Cemetery. 
Conaway: William W. Conaway, born Feb. 11, 
1934, in Wilmington, De., died Aug. 7,1984, in the 
Lock Haven, Pa., Hospital. He was the son of Ira 
and Mary McDonald Conaway. He was married 
to Joyce Packer who survives. Also surviving are 
two sons: William W. Jr., and George L.; three 
daughters: Linda Ann Miller, Janet Blevins, and 
Mary S. Conaway; a stepson, Douglas Packer; 
four grandchildren; two step-grandchildren; two 
brothers; and three sisters. Rev. John L. Bundy 
and Rev. Lloyd Buckwalter conducted the funeral 
service. Interment was in the Marsh Creek Ceme-
tery. 
Foust: Rose M. Foust, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
born March 17, 1930 in Windber, Mi., died Aug. 
9, 1984. She was the daughter of Clayton and 
Virgie Blough Burk. She was married to Donald 
E. Foust who survives. Also surviving are a son, 
Jody; a daughter, Beth Ann; and a grandson. She 
was a member of the Conoy Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Kenneth L. Engle. Interment was in the 
Laurel Hill Memorial Garden, Columbia. 
Hower: Ralph M. Hower, Mexico, Pa., born 
Sept. 1, 1897, died Aug. 19, 1984. He was the son 
of Ulysses and Sarah Varnes Hower. He was mar-
ried to Angeline Bashore Hower who preceded 
him in death. He then married Frances Hocken-
brock Shehen who survives. Also surviving are a 
daughter, Thelma Lauver; a stepdaughter, Mrs. 
Ronald Kline; a brother, Earl; two sisters: Martha 
Mummah and Edna Zisko; and three grandchil-
dren. Three brothers preceded him in death. Rev. 
Kenneth Hepner conducted the funeral service. 
Interment was in the Presbyterian Cemetery. 
Kinser: Heather Diana Kinser, Everett, Pa., 
born Jan. 21, 1983, diedJuly9, 1984,in Memorial 
Hospital, Cumberland, Md. She was the daughter 
of Kenneth and Belinda Kinser who survive. Also 
surviving are two sisters: Rebecca and Melissa; 
maternal grandparents, Victor and Mary Jane 
Dicken; paternal grandmother, Hazel Kinser. 
Rev. Curtis Bryant and Rev. Gary Boor con-
ducted the funeral service. Interment was in Union 
Memorial Cemetery. 
Lictenberger: Paul H. Lichtenberger, Fort Erie, 
Ont., born July 23, 1913, died July 8,1984. He was 
married to Doris Zimmerman who survives. Also 
surviving are three daughters: Marlene Winfield, 
Karen Hawkins, and Diane Lichtenberger. He 
was a member of the Falls View Brethren in Christ 
Church. Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. Dwayne Hulett 
conducted the funeral service in the Bertie Brethren 
in Christ Church. Interment was in the Bertie 
Cemetery. 
Long: Robert (Rob) Long, born Oct. 3, 1958, 
died July 18, 1984. He was the son of Rev. and 
Mrs. Richard Long who survive. Also surviving 
are his wife, Lisa Grosh Long; three sisters; and 
two brothers. He was a member of the Walkers-
ville, Md., Brethren in Christ Church. Revs. Lynn 
Thrush and David Bowman conducted the me-
morial service. Interment was in Green Hill Ceme-
tery, Waynesboro, Pa. 
Miller: LoisMiller,bornFeb.3,1910, in Waynes-
boro, Pa., died July 13, 1984. She is survived by 
five children; three grandchildren; and a brother. 
She was a member of the Fairview Avenue 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Lynn Thrush 
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in 
the Quincy Cemetery 
Minor: Daniel Richard Minor, born Sept. 24, 
1966, died June 16, 1984, in Port Colborne, Ont. 
He was the son of Gary and Helen Minor who 
survive. Also surviving are a sister, Sheryl; a 
brother, Darren; and grandparents: George Dilts, 
and Millard and Pearl Minor. The funeral service 
was conducted in the Port Colborne Brethren in 
Christ Church by Rev. James Cober. 
Ritchey: Grace L. Ritchey, Everett, Pa., born 
April 24, 1918, died June 14, 1984. She was mar-
ried to Ambrose Ritchey who survives. Also sur-
viving are three daughters: Jacqueline Swope, 
Carol Eller, and Linda Ross; ten grandchildren; 
five great-grandchildren; and a brother, Frederick 
Burkey. She was a member of the Clear Creek 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Curtis Bryant 
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in 
Duvall Cemetery, Six Mile Run. 
Weltz: Edna Allen Weltz, born Feb. 17, 1901, 
in Butler, Mo. died June 12, 1984. On Nov. 25, 
1925, she was married to Wayne Weltz who pre-
ceded her in death. She is survived by two daugh-
ters: Wayna Jean Young and Helen Smith; three 
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. The 
funeral service was conducted by Revs. Clyde 
Denney, Calvin Walker, and Stan Norman. Inter-
ment was in the Red Star Cemetery. 
Williams: Mabel L. Williams, Everett, Pa, born 
March 9,1892, died July 5, 1984. She was married 
to Clayton Mellott who preceded her in death. She 
later married Ross A. Williams who survives. Also 
surviving are a sister, Leitha Myers; a half-brother, 
Robert Golden; six grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; and eight step-grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by three sons; a daughter; 
two sisters; two brothers; a half-brother; a step-
son; and a great-grandchild. Revs. Curtis Bryant, 
Donald DeFino, and Burl Ryder conducted the 
funeral service. Interment was in Rockhill Ceme-
tery. 
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Bible translation goes "up in smoke"—or does it? 
What do you do when ten years of 
really hard work goes up in smoke in a 
matter of minutes? 
That was the appalling dilemma faced 
recently by Bible Society translator Ste-
phen Hre Kio, who had begun work in 
January of 1974 on a translation of the 
first Bible into Falam, a Chin language 
spoken by thousands of Christians in 
Burma. 
The God of 
Changed Lives 
CHANGE IN MY LIFE 
OCTOBER 
Day Book & Chapter 
My God is my conqueror 
Therefore, I experience: 
o S • 7 Joshua 1:1-9 O c M • 8 Daniel 3:1-18 
5 (Q T • 9 Matthew 10:16-42 CD W • 10 Luke 21:20-28 
T • 11 John 16:16-24 
F • 12 Acts 5:17-42 
S • 13 Philippians 1:15-30 
O CD o CD CO 
S • 14 Isaiah 56:1-8 
M • 15 Matthew 24:3-14 CD T • 16 Luke 21:10-19 
-t W • 17 Heb. 3:1-14 
T • 18 Heb. 10:19-39 
F • 19 Heb. 12:1-11 
S • 20 2 Peter 1:1-11 
o S • 21 Gen. 28:10-22 
M • 22 Ex. 15:13-18 
1 
0) 
T • 23 Psalm 27:1-6 
W • 24 Psalm 91 
(D T • 25 Psalm 118 
F • 26 2 Cor. 1:3-11 
S • 27 Rev. 3:1-13 
I S • 28 Psalm 16 O •O <0 M • 29 Psalm 119:81-88 
T • 30 Psalm 130 
W • 31 Jer. 17:5-18 
NOVEMBER 
Day Book & Chapter 
T • 1 Romans 8:18-27 
F • 2 Heb. 2 
S • 3 I Peter 1:3-12 




M • 5 Psalm 28 
T • 6 Romans 6:15-23 
W • 7 2 Cor. 10:1-12 
§ T • 8 Eph. 6:10-22 VJ 
3- F • 9 2 Tim. 1:3-14 
S • 10 2 Tim. 2:1-19 
Used by permission of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton. IL 60187. 
While studying in the United States 
this year, Mr. Kio got word that his 
entire manuscript, both the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testament which he 
had completed up to II Corinthians, had 
been consumed in the fire which totally 
destroyed the headquarters of the Falam 
Baptist Association. 
He told co-workers at the American 
Bible Society that the spare copy, made 
in the event of just such a disaster, 
appeared to have burned too. The trans-
lation committee had been in the build-
ing shortly beforehand, putting the final 
touches to the Old Testament in prepa-
ration for sending it to the printer. 
The Falam people had sacrificed a 
great deal of time and money to have 
their own Bible. Now it seemed this was 
all for nothing. 
As for Mr. Kio, he turned for inspira-
tion to earlier Bible translators to find 
how they faced similar crushing set-
backs in their efforts to spread the Gos-
pel through the Word of God. 
William Carey lost not only his Ben-
gali translation of the Bible but also his 
press in a fire in India early in the last 
century. He had to start all over again 
and it took 13 years before he was able 
to produce his Bible. 
Adoniram Judson labored in Burma 
for 23 years to finish a translation in 
spite of numerous obstacles which might 
have defeated a lesser man. 
In more recent times Dr. Bert Brown, 
whose translation of the Bible into the 
Toaripi language was published in Papua 
Messiah College 
News 
Messiah College was recently advised 
of the Kresge Foundation's approval of 
a $250,000 grant toward the construc-
tion of a sports center on the college 
campus. 
Authorized on a challenge basis, the 
grant requires that the balance of capital 
funds needed to complete the college's 
$7.5 million "Focus on Wholeness" campaign 
be raised by Dec. 15. Less than one year 
after publicly launching the campaign, 
only $450,000 remains to be raised to 
meet the goal. 
As the most ambitious campaign in 
New Guinea by the United Bible Socie-
ties only last year, had seen nine years of 
his original work reduced to ashes in a 
sudden fire. 
And a few years ago the text of a 
complete translation of the New Testa-
ment in modern Arabic was thought to 
have been lost in a great storm at sea, 
although it was in fact safe. 
When he felt ready to resume, Mr. 
Kio told Bible Society colleagues that 
"something in me tells me that we can-
not afford to be without this Bible. Your 
support and encouragement help me 
look forward to meeting this challenge 
with more determination and commit-
ment." 
But no one could have predicted what 
was to happen next. 
Word came from Burma that the 
original handwritten manuscript was 
safe, and in one piece. More than one 
Bible Society worker has called it "a 
miracle!" 
It transpired that the man who typed 
the manuscript had been away from 
Falam at the time of the fire. The news 
only reached him two months later. All 
that time, no one had known that he had 
the original handwritten documents in 
his home for safekeeping. 
As Mr. Kio says, "If ever there's a 
time when I can truly say 'Halleluia,' this 
is it!" 
These days, as Bible Society transla-
tors come to rely more and more on 
photocopiers and portable word proces-
sors, disasters like this are less likely to 
occur. But Bible Society translation 
continues to take endless time in the 
interests of total accuracy, and safety is 
an ever-present problem. 
Messiah College's history, the "Focus 
on Wholeness" fund drive will provide 
funds for a $4 million sports center, $2 
million in financial aid endowment, 
$500,000 for renovation of Old Main, 
the college's historic administration 
building, and $1 million in operating 
expenses. 
Messiah College's award is one of 128 
new grant commitments totaling over 
$35 million which the Kresge Founda-
tion of Troy, Mich., has awarded to 
non-profit organizations this year. 
Ground was broken Aug. 7 for the 
new sports center, which will house an 
indoor track, four basketball courts, an 
Olympic-size swimming pool, racquet-
ball courts, and wrestling and gymnas-
tics areas. • 
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General Conference budget hearings 
You are invited to attend the budget hearings for 
General Conference ministries in the Grantham Church 
at Messiah College on Wednesday, October 17, at 10 
AM. At these hearings the denominational boards will 
reaffirm 1985 budgets, will project budgets for 1986, and 
will propose 1987 minutes. 
Recommendations will then be made to the Board 
of Administration. Although the hearings are open to all, 
pastors and congregational financial leaders are particu-
larly urged to attend. 
The new ministries 
Since most of the present General Conference 
boards have new names and ministries, they are again 
being listed along with some of the responsibilities to 
help you support them intelligently with your prayers 
and offerings. 
Board of Administration: This board provides 
many valued ministries to the brotherhood, often taken 
for granted. They include: the services of the bishops, 
general secretary, and general treasurer; arranging for 
and funding the biennial General Conference; the work 
of the General Conference Program Committee; mem-
bership and representation in the Christian Holiness 
Association, Mennonite World Conference, National 
Association of Evangelicals, and the Mennonite Central 
Committee; the ministry of the Department of Steward-
ship; and the continuing growth of the denominational 
archives. 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns: Its ministries 
include the former Board of Benevolence; Lifeline Mis-
sion, San Francisco; Mennonite Central Committee; 
Messiah Family Services; Messiah Village; Paxton 
Street Home, Harrisburg; Peace and Social Concerns; 
Timber Bay Children's Home, Sask.; and World Hunger 
Fund. 
Board for Congregational Life: This board has 
assumed the work of three former agencies—Board of 
Christian Education, Men's Fellowship Commission, 
and Commission on Music and Worship. 
Board for Evangelism and Church Planting: For-
merly the responsibilities of the Mission Board and the 
Director of Evangelism, the new board's ministries 
include: Bronx N.Y. Mission, planting new churches, 
assisting extension churches, Hispanic Ministries, and 
Mission Churches. 
Boardfor Media Ministries: Much the same as the 
former Publication Board, the new board is involved 
with Christian Light Bookstores, Evangel Press, Evan-
gelical Visitor, and the Commission on Radio. 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine: This board has 
assumed the work of the Ministerial Credentials Board 
and the Ministerial Training Committee. 
Board for World Missions: Its ministries include 
Missionary Prayer Fellowship, Missionary Sewing Aux-
iliary, Navajo Mission, and all overseas missions. 
Commission on Educational Institutions: This 
commission has the responsibilities of the former Board 
for Schools and Colleges, promoting interest and sup-
port of the denominationally-owned or covenantally-
related schools. 
Jacob Engle Foundation: It includes the Brother-
hood Loan Fund. 
When you or your congregation contribute to 
Cooperative Ministries and Mission, you support all the 
ministries above in direct proportion to their approved 
budgets. If you prefer, you can give directly to any of 
these ministries. 
Very significant amounts are still needed for the 
1984 Cooperative Ministries and Mission budget. The 
growing support by the brotherhood is greatly appre-
ciated, but much more remains to be done in the next few 
months. 
Announcing 
A Special Promotional and Support Program 
on behalf of 
Brethren in Christ Ministries 
Our Goal is 
$1,000,000 Above Congregational Budgets 
to Fund Our Ministries 
September—A Time of Preparation 
October—A Time for Leadership Gifts 
November—A Time of Stewardship Challenge 
Church-Wide Ingathering Day—November 25 
December—A Time for Reporting Results 
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dialogue 
The Kingdom of God and the United States 
As a general rule, I believe Christians 
ought to strive for unity with each other 
by focusing on common beliefs and 
accepting differences on nonessential 
matters. It seems far too much time is 
spent criticizing other Christians and far 
too little effort is spent working for 
unity. Occasionally, however, issues arise 
which are so important that an answer is 
demanded as to why we cannot share 
the conviction and enthusiasm of other 
brothers and sisters in Christ's body. 
I believe a great misunderstanding 
has permeated the church about the 
relationship between the United States 
and the kingdom of God. Perhaps 
through letters and articles in this paper, 
a healthy dialogue can begin which will 
at least help us respect the various posi-
tions held in our churches on this sub-
ject, even if unanimity is not possible. 
The general concern I have is the 
popular teaching that the U.S. has a 
special relationship with God, similar to 
the covenant Israel had with God in the 
Old Testament. Those who hold to this 
position point to the "faith" of the 
founding fathers and their desire to 
establish a nation based on biblical prin-
ciples. The desire of many of the early 
settlers to set up religious communities 
in the New World is also cited as evi-
dence. The prosperity this country has 
enjoyed is interpreted as God's blessing 
and approval. 
The union of God and country in 
such a manner has placed an implied 
blessing from God on all U.S. military 
adventures as well. Consistent with this 
philosophy is the conclusion that the 
enemies of the U.S. are also the enemies 
of the kingdom, a position espoused by 
many Christians today. Also, if this is 
truly a "Christian" nation, then all of its 
soldiers who have died in battle are mar-
tyrs and held "safely in the arms of God" 
as our president recently proclaimed 
about all the marines killed in the bomb-
ing of their headquarters in Beirut. 
Surely these men have given sacrificially 
in the fight for freedom, but the Bible 
says that the only way to God is through 
his son, Jesus. Many soldiers may have 
had a relationship with Christ, but a 
blanket pronouncement of salvation can-
not be justified unless the U.S. and the 
kingdom of God are indeed one and the 
same entity. 
In spite of its special position with 
God, however, the current situation in 
the U.S. is viewed with alarm. Many say 
that this country is being severely threat-
ened, from without by communism and 
from within by great moral decay which 
is the result of turning from God and 
losing the original vision of the founding 
fathers. The last ray of hope to prevent 
this country from experiencing severe 
judgment from God lies in a huge mil-
itary build-up to protect ourselves from 
communism, and recommitment by 
Christians to the political process, which 
must be taken from the hands of the 
secular humanists who are ruining our 
country today. 
I share the disgust felt by many Chris-
tians over the moral conditions in the 
U.S. today. Sin, in all forms, is coming 
out of the closet, seeking new disciples 
and demanding respect and acceptance 
by all. The body of Christ must hold 
high the standard of Christ, refusing to 
condone sin, while at the same time 
offering freedom from its bondage 
through the life-changing power of Jesus. 
Most Christian voices are proclaiming 
such a message today, but far too many 
are compromising the gospel by linking 
it to American patriotism in a way that 
does not line up with the Bible. Like the 
Apostle Paul, I praise the Lord that the 
gospel is going out and lives are being 
changed, even through ministries which 
I feel are gravely mistaken in this area. I 
hope, however, that within our own 
peace tradition, those who are listening 
to such voices will give serious thought 
to the matter before they accept all they 
hear. 
Before sharing the evidence I see in 
the Bible from which I derive my under-
standing about this issue, a word about 
biblical interpretation is in order. I 
believe in a progressive revelation of 
God's will throughout history, with the 
final, authoritative revelation being 
found in the life and teachings of Jesus. 
In the Old Testament, God often gave 
principles to people based on the hard-
ness of their hearts (Mt. 19:8) because 
they could not accept his perfect will. 
Each new revelation brought them closer 
to the real truth, but it was not until 
Jesus spoke authoritatively in the New 
Testament. "You have heard it was 
said . . . but I say unto you . . ." 
(Mt. 5-7) that the full truth was revealed. 
Much can be learned from the history of 
God's dealings with his people in the Old 
Testament, but the standard by which 
we judge doctrine and practice is found 
in Jesus' life and teaching. 
Let us now turn our attention to the 
U.S.'s so-called covenant relationship 
with God. Several principles can be seen 
in all of God's covenants which are 
recorded in the Bible. First, God always 
initiated the covenant. God took the 
first step with Noah, Abraham, Moses 
and the nation of Israel, and with the 
church in the New Testament. Out of his 
grace he desired to form a relationship 
with people. God also established the 
terms of the covenants and his desire 
was for faithfulness to him, not merely 
lip-service. Several times in the history 
of Israel the people attempted to claim 
God's blessing and protection but were 
rejected by God because they refused to 
obey his commands along with their talk 
of him. God also demanded that the 
people rely totally on his strength to 
defeat their enemies. When they looked 
to their own military might or to the 
help of their allies, God was angered, 
likening this to adultery in the covenant 
relationship. 
In Jesus, God gave a new, final cov-
enant which opened the gate for the 
entire world to enter into a relationship 
with God. In this covenant, all the barri-
ers between God and mankind are bro-
ken down through the substitutionary 
death of Jesus. At the same time, he also 
established a new community, the king-
dom of God, wherein all the barriers 
that separate people from one another 
would be broken down and peace would 
reign. This new covenant community 
has been given the responsibility to con-
quer the entire world, not by force, but 
by love. This is done by proclaiming the 
gospel to the world while demonstrating 
the wisdom and grace and power of God 
in itself. 
With this background in mind, sev-
eral arguments can be given which call 
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into serious question the notion of the 
U.S. having a special covenant relation-
ship with God. (Before I go further I 
must say that I truly appreciate living in 
the U.S. The freedom and prosperity we 
enjoy are among the best in the world. 
Although at times I have been—and still 
am—quite critical of some of the govern-
ment's policies, I am certainly grateful to 
live in a land where such criticism does 
not result in persecution by the govern-
ment.) 
The first and perhaps the most com-
pelling argument against the U.S. hav-
ing a covenant relationship with God is 
that the source of knowledge about this 
idea is wholly "extra-biblical." I am 
aware of no place in the Bible where 
God promises (or even hints) that he will 
raise up a political nation like Israel to 
his people after he established the 
«v covenant with the church. The iden-
tity of his people is to be found in the 
kingdom of God, which is an interna-
tional body, not in geographical or polit-
ical loyalties. Christians are the holy 
nation, 1 Peter 2:9 says, not some politi-
cal entity. 
The source of knowledge about the 
special relationship which the U.S. sup-
posedly has with God comes from doc-
uments and ideas which originated just 
over 200 years ago. We rightfully ques-
tion the Mormons, Moonies, and other 
groups who claim a special relationship 
with God based on a new "revelation" 
which adds to or contradicts the teach-
ing of the Bible. In the same manner, we 
must question the doctrine of the U.S. as 
a Christian nation unless some true bib-
lical evidence is sighted. Certainly many 
early settlers came to this land to estab-
lish Christian communities. But the pres-
ence of pockets of Christian communi-
ties in a country does not make it a 
Christian country any more than the 
presence of chunks of chicken meat in a 
noodle soup make it a chicken. 
From its beginning, the U.S. has had 
freedom of religion, including the free-
dom to not believe at all. Even the 
founding fathers who established the 
government were not a "Christian" group 
by our standards. Although most were 
deeply religious, many, including Ben 
Frankl in , Thomas Jefferson, John 
Adams, and Thomas Paine, were deists 
who did not believe in a personal rela-
tionship with God. 
From a biblical perspective, all the 
religious language used by our political 
leaders throughout the history of this 
country provides little proof that the 
U.S. has a special relationship with 
God. God requires justice and mercy, 
not religious talk. Liberty and justice in 
this country's beginnings were reserved 
for all white men, not for all. The doc-
trine of "Manifest Destiny," which stated 
that God had "ordained" that this coun-
try should extend its borders from shore 
to shore, resulted in the slaughtering of 
millions of Native Americans and justi-
fied the robbing of their land. Certainly 
this does not line up with biblical justice. 
Assuming God's blessing, based on using 
his name, is no more acceptable now 
than in Bible times! 
I recently listened to a Christian TV 
broadcast in which the show host stated 
unequivocally that the reason this coun-
try has enjoyed such freedom and pros-
perity is because God has blessed it for 
its faithfulness. No doubt God does 
bless Christians for faithfulness (though 
not always with freedom and prosper-
ity), and often that blessing touches 
those who are nearby. But that does not 
mean that all who are touched are pleas-
ing God. Also, it is incorrect to assume 
that all evidences of freedom and pros-
perity are evidences of God's blessing. 
Do we give God credit for the wealth, 
power, and success of the Mafia, the 
Arab oil nations, and the sharply-dressed 
men who control prostitutes? Indeed, an 
objective look at history will indicate 
that much of our wealth and power is 
not the result of God's blessing as much 
as it is the result of the exploitation and 
oppression of other people. 
The time has come for a realistic look 
at both the positive and negative aspects 
of our country in order to determine our 
relationship to it as Christians. From its 
beginnings, a large number of U.S. citi-
zens were also members of the kingdom 
of God and have influenced its charac-
ter. Much good has been done by Amer-
icans throughout history, and the largest 
share of responsibility for these good 
works rests with the Christians. Many of 
the governing principles of this land 
come out of the Judeo-Christian con-
cept of justice, And the democratic form 
of government, though not specifically 
biblical, allows for the greatest amount 
of personal freedom of any form of 
government. These are all positive fac-
tors for which we should be grateful and 
which should encourage us to positive 
citizenship as a general rule, although 
we must be careful to distinguish between 
good principles and actions which deny 
them. 
In spite of the many positive points 
mentioned above, however, the U.S. is 
not, never has been, and never will be a 
Christian nation. This description is 
reserved solely for the church. The U.S. 
government, therefore, has no mandate 
from God to preserve the kingdom of 
God or to protect it from its enemies by 
the use (or threat of use) of military 
force. Preservation of the U.S. and the 
freedoms we enjoy is not necessary to 
preserve or extend the kingdom of God, 
as many conservatives have been pro-
claiming in recent years. Throughout 
history it has been during times of perse-
cution that the church has grown the 
fastest and remained the purest. While I 
do not welcome persecution or a world-
wide communist takeover, I certainly 
consider it to be contrary to the teaching 
and example of Jesus to kill (or prepare 
to kill) people for whom Christ died in 
order to prevent it. We should encour-
age our nation to pursue peace and jus-
tice in the world while at the same time 
recognizing that the true enemy of the 
kingdom of God is Satan, not commu-
nism or any other political ideology. 
Our fight is not against flesh and blood 
but against the spiritual darkness of 
Satan wherever it is found. 
In summary, let us beware of confus-
ing the U.S. with the kingdom of God. 
Let us speak prophetically to our leaders 
about biblical principles which are rele-
vant to decisions which they must make. 
But above all, let us be about the busi-
ness of extending the kingdom of God 




invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Oc-
casionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
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readers respond 
To be considered lor publication, 
letters must be signed 
and should be 300 words or less. 
After reading the Visitor for many 
years, I was shocked when I opened my 
August copy and saw the photo of the 
"Amoeba Stand" on page 5. I never 
thought I would see that in my day. I 
have been hearing we are slipping, but I 
didn't realize to what extent. (I believe 
the picture carries sexual overtones.) 
If one picture is worth 1,000 words, 
your journalism is keeping us informed 
as to just where we are at. I cannot see 
how such activity conforms to our "holi-
ness unto the Lord" stand. If this is prog-
ress, I'm glad I'm living in the past. I met 
some Brethren in Christ people in Bed-
ford County in the early '50s who led me 
to the Lord. They were so kind and 
loving and full of God, plus had the 
power to pray me through a lot of 
things. (I reverence their memory.) I'm 
sure they would classify the photo world-
ly and fleshly. I came out of the night 
club scene where we used to play a 
worldly song, "Thanks for the Memo-
ries." I read in the Word that when 
Moses (the overseer) was away, the 
Israelites got into dancing and other 
strange things. I wonder if our Overseer 
is away? And is He coming back? 
The late E. E. Shellhamer always 
closed his letters with: 
Yours for a clean rather than a big 
work. 
Rev. Kenneth E. Mackie 
Everett, Pa. 
Simple words, please 
In the Sept. 1984, issue of the Visitor 
is an article entitled "Missiology and the 
Brethren in Christ" by Roger C. Sider. 
This article was very informative but I 
believe it could have been read with a 
little clearer understanding if more sim-









Next time, use terms that the average 
person can understand. 
It was almost necessary to have a dic-
tionary by your side while reading the 
article. 
Thank you for listening. 
A senior citizen 
at Messiah Village 
Mechanics burg, Pa. 
Ofjestrrjus 
Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you 
everything that is happening here. 
Colossians 4:9 
Dear James, 
You will probably be surprised to 
receive a letter from me, for I usually 
write to Paul. In your Epistle of James 
you wrote so forthrightly about the use 
of the tongue. In fact, you left no place 
for a critical spirit (tongue) in the life of 
the Christian. So, following an incident 
in one of the churches here, I determined 
to write to you. 
It seems that many believers expect 
instant Christian maturity when a per-
son makes the decision to follow Christ. 
Instead of allowing room for mistakes, 
and giving time for growth, they expect 
perfection. When this doesn't happen or 
things are done differently than usual, 
they begin to criticize and find fault. 
Take the case of the young woman, 
newly converted, who agreed to teach a 
Bible class of boys and girls. She taught 
the lessons in a totally new and different 
way. The children loved it. But since it 
was different, the older believers didn't 
understand and began to criticize and 
find fault until it became a church prob-
lem. Fortunately, the situation did not 
escalate; the new believer said she did 
not mean to offend anyone and would 
try to do things "properly." But often it 
doesn't end that way. Too many times 
those who are criticized become dis-
couraged and drop away. 
Something else is disturbing. When a 
critical spirit or attitude develops and 
prevails in a church, nothing is right. 
"Nothing is happening," "the outreach 
program doesn't work," "fellow Chris-
tians aren't friendly," "the fellowship 
room was painted a sickly color," "the 
children are noisy" and on the list goes. 
The core of hard-working believers feel 
the critical onslaughts and are tempted 
to give up and "let someone else do the 
work." 
Why is it, James, that even believers 
can be so quick to detect the great fail-
ings of others and be so blind to their 
own shortcomings? This ought not to be 
in the church. Instead, the church should 
be a support and encouragement to 
every believer. True, there are times 
when Christians need to check each 
other, but not to pull down and con-
demn. 
Were you with the group of disciples 
who stood around Paul after he was 
thrown out of Lystra? The Jews couldn't 
take him preaching Christ, so they 
stoned Paul and threw him out of the 
city for dead. The disciples stood around 
Paul. Were they wagging their heads— 
critical and despondent? Were they say-
ing that if he had acted and preached 
differently, it wouldn't have happened? 
No, I think they were literally building a 
circle around him of prayer, hope, en-
couragement, and support. 
For myself, I read your Epistle of 
James often. I find I am less inclined to 
criticize when I keep your admonitions 
in mind. Also, I have enough of a taste 
of life to know how hard it sometimes is 
to move in a consistently upward pat-
tern. Just to have someone standing 
by—pulling for you, encouraging you— 
can so often change defeat into success 
and victory. 
Thanks, James, for writing that epistle. 
Onesimus 
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editorial 
Haguenau, 1984 
Looking at snapshots of each other's families, renew-
ing relationships with persons not seen for years, pass-
ing the ever-present baskets of french bread and bottles 
of orange juice and apple juice around the table at 
meals, hearing the Scriptures at the closing Commu-
nion service read in Spanish, Hindi, Japanese, and 
English—these are but a few of the images which will 
long remain of the second International Brethren in 
Christ Fellowship, held July 19-23 in Haguenau, France. 
Eighty-eight adults gathered together at the retreat 
center of Maison St-Gerard. With the exception of 
Cuba, all of the Brethren in Christ fellowships were 
represented: Canada (12 persons), Great Britain (4), 
India (7), Japan (6), Nicaragua (5), the United States 
(31), Venezuela (1), Zambia (11), and Zimbabwe (11). 
This compares to the 35 persons from seven nations and 
six Brethren in Christ fellowships who shared in the first 
such international gathering, held at Grantham, Pa., 
immediately following the 1978 General Conference. 
The retreat facilities were excellent; the service by the 
staff (although only one person spoke English) was 
superb; the town of Haguenau, near Strasbourg, was 
delightful. 
By meeting in France, no one segment of the 
Brethren in Christ Church played "host" to the rest. We 
all were guests in a foreign land, all having to cope with 
passports, luggage, maps, currency, language and cus-
toms. In a very practical way, we were all equal—only 
those who remembered their high school French seemed 
to have much of an advantage over the others. 
The diversity in the group was striking: senior church 
leaders from several continents, and persons relatively 
new to the Brethren in Christ Church; veteran "globe-
trotters," and others who were away from their home-
land for the first time. Some had very little classroom 
training, while others have Ph.D. degrees. Some were 
multilingual, but others spoke only their native tongue. 
Equally prominent, however, were the similarities: one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism (to quote Paul); a com-
mon desire to be faithful Brethren in Christ in each of 
our native lands, yet concerned to develop a greater 
fellowship and partnership with other Brethren in 
Christ around this world. 
Bishop Stephen Ndlovu (Zimbabwe) served as chair-
man of the event and brought the keynote sermon on 
the conference's theme, "One in Christ—Together in 
Mission." Among the topics considered in plenary ses-
sions were: "The Biblical Basis for the Evangelization of 
all People" (Arthur Climenhaga, U.S.A.), "The Joy of 
Giving" (Enrique Palacios, Nicaragua), "Jesus Christ, 
Lord of Lords" (S. N. Roy, India), "Sacrifice and Ser-
vice" (Takanobu Tojo, Japan), "The Biblical Basis for 
the Christian Home" (Neddie Dlodlo, Zimbabwe), and 
"Empowerment for Life and Service" (Philip C. Muden-
da, Zambia). 
Afternoon workshops focused on such questions as 
leadership development and training, the contextualiz-
ing of the gospel, and church planting principles. 
Throughout the retreat, people were talking with each 
other in many settings—in discussions following main 
presentations, in cross-cultural clusters and national 
group meetings, around the meal table, in hallways, 
while walking around town, and even at a late-night 
pizza shop. 
Spiritual fellowship was expressed in tangible ways at 
Haguenau. For example, the Nicaraguan delegation 
arrived at Maison St-Gerard with no luggage—it was 
all lost in transit. Clothing and other necessities were 
loaned as needed. But when only one bag showed up by 
the end of the 5-day conference, the group took up an 
offering so they could buy some clothes before attend-
ing the Mennonite Conference the following week. 
Also, the offering sent by the Japanese Church and 
given to the representatives from India to assist in 
church planting was another example of sharing in the 
gospel across cultural and national lines. 
As one might expect, not everything went quite as 
planned. On Sunday evening the communion table, 
perched near the front of the small speakers' platform, 
somehow slipped off the edge. Crashing to the floor 
went four irreplaceable hand-made communion cups, 
on loan from Mennonite World Conference. Everyone 
was relieved to learn the next day that the pottery shop 
had provided some extras of the special-order cups. 
(Roy Sider's promise to the MWC staff, "I will guard 
the cups with my life," fortunately was not put to the 
test.) 
Several persons commented that the daily schedule 
was too full of papers, panels, discussion groups and 
workshops. They suggested that future planning com-
mittees schedule larger blocks of unstructured time, to 
allow for some group recreation and more of the spon-
taneous interchange which did happen during meals 
and late into the night. 
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Before leaving Haguenau, the group adopted a 
report by the findings committee (see p. 17). The first 
paragraph of the report focused the principal value of 
such meetings: "A major purpose of the International 
Brethren in Christ Fellowship is to bring representatives 
of all churches together, to discuss and develop a com-
mon understanding of our diverse problems and project 
our identity. This is the most direct and effective way for 
the cross-fertilization of ideas at an international level. 
The relationships between Asia, Latin America, Africa, 
Europe, and North America are likely to grow stronger 
if such conferences were to continue." 
In fact, the group recommended that another gather-
ing be convened, perhaps in 1990 in conjunction with 
the Mennonite World Conference scheduled for Win-
nipeg, Manitoba. The group noted, however, that 
future fellowships should not necessarily be tied to the 
dates or locations of Mennonite World Conference. 
And what was the value of this time spent together? It 
is too early to get an accurate assessment, but comments 
by delegates suggest it was an important event. One 
person observed that "some of the [Third World] dele-
gations gave evidence of having new freedom to discuss 
their own church's agenda on neutral territory." A Jap-
anese brother, interviewed near the end of the Menno-
nite World Conference which followed, smiled as he 
said, "we enjoyed the International Brethren in Christ 
Fellowship too much; Mennonite World Conference 
suffered in comparison." 
I see the Haguenau meeting as a meaningful step in 
the process of strengthening relationships among the 
Brethren in Christ on the international level. In the 
words of one delegate from Africa, "I am going home a 
different person. This experience with brothers and 
sisters who do things differently—yet are Brethren in 
Christ—has really broadened my perspective." Another 
African church leader summed up his feelings by say-
ing, "I enjoyed getting to know some persons f rom the 
other Third World churches. I think the Third World 
Brethren in Christ churches are 'hatching'—like baby 
chickens coming out of the egg. This kind of meeting 
helps." G 
One perspective of the Mennonite World Conference 
. by Arlene Miller 
It was my privilege to experience 
the Mennonite World Conference 
from participation on the Listening 
Committee, and also by living in a 
dormitory with European Menno-
nites. 
Thirteen persons from twelve coun-
tries on the listening committee gath-
ered responses, suggestions, and opin-
ions from conference participants. 
Some matters were basic logistical 
concerns arising out of the sheer 
press of over 7,000 people gathered in 
one European city. The everpresent 
French bread was cut in various sizes 
as a result of one suggestion from 
those who did not want to waste. 
Many concerns grew out of the diversi-
ty—national, age, and theological— 
found among the participants. Clap-
ping as an expression of affirmation 
to music and speakers was natural to 
some and offensive to others. Some 
concerns developed out of the cultur-
al and language differences which 
made communication a work requir-
ing great energy. 
For some, the differences among 
the participants were almost too great 
to be accepted, but the overwhelming 
majority of respondents agreed that 
the Conference was well worth the 
effort. Many expressions of appreci-
ation were received for the singing, 
which drew us together in worship, 
and people from every country re-
joiced in the privilege of meeting new 
brothers and sisters. 
Living among the European Men-
nonites was also a rich experience. 
Conversation with young people has 
given me the sense that they are seek-
ing. One young Dutch woman has 
experienced a new relationship with 
the Lord Jesus and is praying for 
renewal in her congregation. A Ger-
man woman stopped attending church 
20 years ago when, after moving to 
the city, she found her rural-oriented 
congregation unresponsive to her con-
cerns. Now she was attending the 
Mennonite World Conference to see 
if she could possibly come back. 
With tears she expressed gratitude 
for what she saw and heard in the 
messages about the centrality of Jesus 
Christ (rather than the centrality of 
tradition). 
Dutch young people expressed con-
cern about what they referred to as 
an emergency in some of their con-
gregations, where membership is de-
clining. A low percentage of members 
attend services, and there are few 
young people. Those I met are actively 
participating in church councils, try-
ing to bring more life. Some feel that 
there needs to be more direct invita-
tion of people to Jesus as Savior. 
While one's religion is considered 
very personal, some are seeking ways 
to express their witness for Jesus in 
their daily lives. 
As in America, I also sense there is 
considerable controversy surround-
ing the Peace Movement. Many older 
Europeans, who had lived through 
the war, disapproved of the peace 
activities of the younger people, for 
whom the war is not personal memory. 
But for some (older and younger), 
political involvement is viewed as 
essential to prevent nuclear war from 
occurring on their own soil. 
What a privilege to hear the con-
cerns of my young brothers and sis-
ters in Europe. I will personally pray 
for them as they seek ways to be 
faithful to the Lord in their own con-
gregations. I hope they will pray for 
me as well in the U.S.A. 
Arlene Miller recently completed her 
assignment as Secretary of Home Minis-
tries for Brethen in Christ Missions. She 
is now on thefaculty of Messiah College. 
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Mennonite World Conference 
"God's People 
Serve in Hope" 
by Glen Pierce 
Hard on the heels of the July 19-23 
International Brethren in Christ Fellow-
ship came the Mennonite World Con-
ference, meeting July 24-29 in Stras-
bourg, France. In some respects, Menno-
nite World Conference was like the 
earlier Haguenau meeting, but magni-
fied 100 times. 
Singing together from an Interna-
tional Songbook, we worshipped the 
Lord in seven official languages: French, 
German, Japanese, Netherlands, Span-
ish, Taiwanese, and English. Simultane-
ous translation was provided via "Walk-
man-" type headsets. Filling the days 
were plenary sessions, discussion groups, 
interest groups, panel discussions, an 
ongoing festival of a dozen Anabaptist 
films, and afternoon tours of historical 
sites nearby. 
There were no formal business ses-
sions, although the work of the church 
certainly was being done. It was, to a 
large extent, the worldwide Mennonite-
related family getting together for a spe-
cial family celebration, one which hap-
pens only once every six years. Differ-
ences in the various family members was 
often evident—and disconcerting to 
some—but these differences seemed to 
fade into the background as the assem-
bly shared together Sunday morning in 
a concluding celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. 
But the conference was more than just 
a family gathering to renew ties of fel-
lowship. The theme, "God's People Serve 
in Hope," was developed by a series of 
speakers, including a dialogue sermon 
by John E. Toews and Hugo Zorrilla, 
Mennonite Brethren who warned against 
defining the church exclusively in terms 
of 16th century Mennonite agenda, or 
solely European-American agenda. While 
stressing that the people of God have a 
clear corporate identity—"The men and 
women who have no people, have no 
God"—they argued that it was sinful to 
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define the church's identity in terms of 
our ethnic heritage in a way that dimin-
ishes a Jesus-centeredness. "Ethnocen-
trism of all forms and varieties is sin. 
The new Mennonite reality calls for a 
Mennonite identity that is profoundly 
Jesus-centered and genuinely universal." 
In an address entitled "God's People 
Reconciling," Ronald J. Sider issued a 
clear call for active peacemaking in the 
next two decades, which he character-
ized as potentially "the most dangerous— 
and perhaps the most vicious and vio-
lent—in human history." 
The Brethren in Christ author and 
professor at Eastern Baptist Seminary, 
Philadelphia, criticized as hypocritical 
the actions of those who claim to oppose 
violence but endorse the arms race at the 
ballot box. "If we want wars to be 
fought, then we ought to have the moral 
integrity to fight them ourselves. To vote 
for other people's sons and daughters to 
march off to death while ours safely 
register as conscientious objectors is the 
worst form of confused hypocrisy." 
He urged the Mennonites, Brethren 
in Christ and others in the Historic 
Peace Churches to take the lead in 
searching for new, nonviolent approaches 
to conflict resolution. Specificially, he 
suggested that a praying and caring 
peacekeeping force of 100,000 Chris-
tians be trained and ready to stand 
between warring parties in such places 
as Central America, Northern Ireland 
and Southern Africa. Recognizing the 
danger of such persons being killed, he 
asked, "Everyone assumes that for the 
sake of peace it is moral and just for 
soldiers to get killed by the hundreds of 
thousands, even millions. Do we not 
have as much courage and faith as 
soldiers?" 
Dr. Sider ended his presentation by 
calling the church to prayer as well as to 
action. "At the worst of times in the past, 
God has broken into human history in 
mighty revivals that led to social move-
ments that changed history." Noting 
that the Wesleyan revival in the 18th 
century resulted in Wilberforce's cam-
paign against slavery, he said, "the same 
could happen in the next few decades." 
Therefore, he pleaded, "Pray that 
God revives millions of lukewarm Chris-
tians. Pray that God draws millions of 
non-Christians into a personal living 
relationship with the Risen Lord . . . . 
Pray that with our eyes fixed on the 
Crucified One, the church will dare to 
pay the cost of being God's reconciling 
people in a broken world." 
Predictably, reaction to Dr. Sider's 
presentation was mixed. There was con-
siderable excitement evidenced by a 
number of persons in his bold call to 
action. Some suggested that political 
action in Washington, D.C., might be 
more effective than absorbing bullets on 
a battlefield. Others seemed prepared to 
at least enter into dialogue about the 
idea. 
Plans are for the XII Assembly of 
Mennonite World Conference to be 
held in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1990. 
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